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INTRODUCTION. 



"Fit be a juft obfervatlon, that every man 
who has attained uncommon eminence in 
his particular line of purfuit, becomes an object 
worthy of the public notice, h ow forcibly muftfuch 
a maxim apply to that fpecies of excellence which 
renders a man the greateft benefactor to his fel- 
low-creatures, and the noblefl: fubject of their con- 
templation?- Beneficence,' pure in its intentions, 
wife and comprehenfive in its plans, and active 
and fuccefsful in execution, mufl ever ftand at 
the head of thofe qualities which elevate the hu- 
man cbarater ; and mankind cannot have a con- 
cern (o important, as the diffufion of fuch a fpi- 
rir, by means of the mod perfect and impreffive 
examples, in which it has actually been difplayed. 

Among thofe truly illuftrious nerfons who, in 
the feveral-ages and nations of the world, have 
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marked their track through life by a continued 
ccurfe of doing good, few have been fo difiinguifh- 
ed, eitJier by the extent of the good produced, or 
the purity of motive and energy of character 
exhibited in the procefs of doing it, as the late 
Mr. Howard. To have adopted the caufe of 
the prifoner, the fick, and the deftitute, not on- 
ly in his own country, but throughout all Eu- 
rope ; to have considerably alleviated the bur- 
den of prefent mifery among thofe unfortunate 
clafles, and at the fame time to have provided for 
the reformation of the vicious, and the preven- 
tion of future crimes and calamities; — to have 
been inftrumental in the actual eftablifhment of 
many plans of humanity and utility, and to have 
laid the foundation for much more improvement 
hereafter ; — and to have done all this as a pri- 
vate unaided individual, ftruggling with toils, 
dangers and difficulties, which might have appal- 
led the moft refolute ; is furely a range of bene- 
ficence which fcarcely ever before came within 
the compafs of one man's exertions. Juftly, then, 
does the name of Howard ftand among thofe which 
confer the higheft honor on the Englifh charac- 
ter ; and, fmce his actions cannot fail to tranfmit 
his memory with glory to pofterity, it is incum- 
bent on his countrymen and cotemporaries^ for 
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their own fakes, to tranfmit correfponding me- 
morials of their veneration and gratitude. 

It would, indeed, be a convincing proof of the 
increased good fenle and virtue of the age, if 
fuch characters as this were found to rife in the 
comparative fcale of fame and applaufe. Long e- 
nough have mankind weakly paid their admiration 
as the reward of pernicious exertions, — of talents, 
often very moderate in themfelves, and only ren- 
dered confp'cuous by the blaze of mifchief they 
have kindled. . It is now lurely time that men 
lliould know and diftinguifh their benefactors 
from their foes ; and that the noblehV incitements 
to action fhould be given "to thofe actions only 
which are directed to the general welfare. . 

Since the lamented death of this excellent per- - 
fori, there have not been wanting refpectable eu- 
W;es of his character, and fuch biographical no- 
tices concerning him-, as might inforne meautre 
gratify that public curiofity which is awakened 
by every celebracid name. There is yet want- 
ing, however, what I coniider as by much tlie 
molt valuable tribute to the. memory of every 
man diftinguimcd by public fervices ; I mean a 
portraiture of him, modelled upon thole circum- 
•tances which.rendered him eminent ; diiplaying 

A-i. 
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in their rife and progrefs thofe features of cha- 
racter which fo peculiarly fitted him for the part 
he undertook, the origin and gradual develope- 
tnent of his great deiigns, and all the fucceflive 
fteps by which they were brought to their final 
ftate of maturity. It is this branch of biogra- 
phical writing that alone entitles it to rank high 
among the compofttions relative to human life 
and manners. Nature, indeed, has implanted 
in us a defire of becoming acquainted with thofe 
circumftances belonging to a diftinguilhed cha- 
racter which are common to him and the mafs of 
mankind • and it is therefore right that luch a 
defire fhould in fome degree be gratified : but 
to make that the principal object of attention, 
which, but for its aflbciation with fomewhat- 
more important, would not at all deferve no- 
tice, is furely to reverfe the value of things, and 
to eflimate the mafs by the quantity of its alloy, 
rather than by that of the precious metal. 

The deficiency which I have ftated relative to 
!Mr. Howard, it is my prefent cbjeft, as far as I 
am able, to fupp!) ; and bo* ever the talk in 
fome reipect may be beyond my powers, yet the 
advantage 1 enjoyed of a long and confidential 
intercourfe with him during the publication of 
his works, and of frequent conversation with 
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him concerning the paft and future objects of his 
enquiries, together with the communications 
with which I have been favoured by Come of 
his inoft intimate friends, — will, I hope, juflify 
me in the eye of the public for taking it on my- 
felf. I truft I have already appeared not infen- 
fible to his exalted merit, nor indifferent to his 
reputation. 

One thing more I think it neceffary to fay 
concerning this attempt. It has been more than 
once fuggefted in print, but, I believe, without 
any foundation, that a life of Mr. Howard might 
be expected to appear under the (anction and au- 
thority of his family. It is proper for me to avow, 
that this is not that work. The undertaking is 
perfectly fpontaneous on my part, without encou- 
ragement from his relations or reprefentatives. 
Mr. Hoivard was a man with whom every one 
capable of feeling the excellence and dignity of 
his character, ni'ght claim kindred ; and they 
were the neasreft to him whom he made the con- 
fidents and depofitaries of his defigns. 
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JOHN HOWARD was born, according 
to the belt information I am able to obtain, 
about the year 1727. His father was an up« 
holfterer and carpet-warehoufe man in Long- 
lane, Smithfield, who, having acquired a hand- 
f'ome fortune retired from bnfinefs, and had a 
houfe firft at Enfield, and afterwards at Hack- 
ney. It was, I believe, at the former of thefe 
places that Mr. Howard was born. 

As Mr. Howard's father was a Uriel: Proteft- 
ant diiTenter, it was natural for him to educate 
his fon under a preceptor of the fame priuci- 
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pies. But his choice for this purpol'e was the 
i'ource of a Jailing misfortune, which, as it lias 
been too frequent an occurrence, defervesparticu- 
Jar notice. There was at that time a ichoolmafter 
at fome diflance from London, who, in confe- 
quence of his moral and religious character, had 
been intruded with the education of the chil- 
dren of molt of the opulent diflenters in the me- 
tropolis, though extremely deficient in the qua- 
lifications requifite for fuch an office*. That 
peribns whofe own education and habits of life 
have rendered them very inadequate judges of 
the talents neceffary for an inftruftor of youth, 
mould eafily fall into this error, is not to be won- 
dered at ; but the evil is a real one, though its- 
caufe be excufeable : and, as fits all communities 
with ftrong party attachments are peculiarly lia- 
ble to this milplaced confidence, it is right that 
they mould in a particular manner be put on their 

* I find it aflerted in fome memoirs of Mr. How- 
ard m the Univerfal Magazine, thawhis perfon (whofe 
name is there mentioned) was a man of confiderable 
learning, and author ©f a tranflation of the New 
Teftament ana of a Latin grammar. Without en- 
quiring how far this may fet afide the charge of hi* 
bemg deficient as an mftruftor, I think it proper to 
fay, that my onlv foundation for that charge is Mft, 
h mat d'M own authority. 
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guard againft it. They who know the diffen- • 
ters, will acknowledge, that none appear more 
fenfible of the importance of a good education, 
or lefs fparing in their endeavours to procure it 
for their children ; nor, upon the whole, can it 
be faid that, they are unfuccelsful in their at- 
tempts. Indeed, the very confined fyftem of in- 
ftrucfaon adopted in the public fchools of this 
kingdom, renders it no difficult talk to vie with 
them in the attainment of objects of real utility. 
But if it be made a leading purpofe to train up 
youth in a certain fet of opinions, and for this 
end it be thought efiential that the mafter mould- 
be exclufively chofen from among thole who are 
the mod clofely attached to them, it is obvious 
that a fmall community mult lie under great 
comparative difadvantages. 

The event with refpecl to Mr- Howard, was, 
(as he allured me, with greater indignation than 
I have heard him exprefs upon many fubjecls), 
that, after a continuance of feven years at this 
fchool, he left it, not fully taught any oue thing. 
The lofs of this period was irreparable ; he felt 
it all his life after, and it was but too obvious to 
thofe who converfed with him. From this 
fchool he was removed to Mr. Eamcs' acade- 
my ; but his continuance there m.ufe, I con- 



reive, have been of ih or t duration ; and, whate- 
ver might be his acquisitions in that place, 
he certainly did not fupply the deficiencies of 
his earlier education. As fonie of the accounts 
published concerning him, might inculcate the 
idea that he had attained confiderable proficien- 
cy in letters, I feel myfelf obliged, from my own 
knowledge, to alTert, that he was never able to 
fpeak or write his native language with gram- 
matical correctnefs, and that his acquaintance 
with other languages (the French, perhaps, ex- 
cepted) was flight and fupernciab In estimating 
the powers of his mind, it rather adds to the ac- 
count, that he had this additional difficulty to 
combat in his purfuit of the great objects of his 
later years. 

Mr. Howard's father died when he was 
young, and bequeathed to him and a daughter, 
his only children, confiderable fortunes. He di- 
rected in his Will, that his fon mould not come 
to the pofieflion of his property till his twenty- 
fifth year. 

It was, probably, in confequence of the father's 
direction that he was bound apprentice to a 
wholefale grocer in the city. This will appear 
a lingular ftep in the education of a young man 
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of fortune ; but, at that period, inuring youths 
to habits of method and induftry, and giving 
them a prudent regard to money, with a know- 
ledge of the modes of employing it to advan- 
tage, were by many confidered as the moft im- 
portant points in every condition of life. Mr. 
Howard was probably indexed to this part of 
his education for fome of that fpirit of order, 
and knowledge of common affairs, which he 
pofFefTed ; but he did not in this fituation con- 
tract any of that love of aggrandifement which 
is the bafis of all commercial exertions ; and fo 
irkforne was the employment to him, that, on 
coming of age, he bought out the remainder of 
his time, and immediately fet out on his travels 
to France and Italy. 

On his return he mixed with the world, and 
lived in the flyle of other young men of leifure 
and fortune. He had acquired that tafle for 
the arts which the view of the moft perfect ex- 
amples of them &-fT: ted to create; and, not- 
withstanding the defects of his education, he 
was not without an attachment to reading and 
the ftudy of nature. The delicacy of his con- 
ftitution, however, induced him to take lodg- 
ings in the country, where for fome time his 
B 
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health was the principal object of his attention. 
As he was fuppofed to be of a confumptive ha- 
bit, he was put upon a rigorous regimen of 
diet, which laid the foundation of that extraor- 
dinary abftemioufnefs and indifference to the 
gratifications of the palate which ever after ^o 
much diftinguiihed him. It is probable that, 
from his firft appearance in a ftate of indepen- 
dence, his way of thinking and acting was 
marked by a certain Angularity. Of this, one 
of the mod remarkable confequences was his 
firft marriage about his twenty-fifth year. As 
a return of gpatitude to Mrs. Sarah Lardeau 
(or Lot dore J, widow, with whom he lodged at 
Stoke Nevvington, for her kind attention to 
him during his invalid ftate, he propofed mar- 
riage to her, though ihe was twice his age, and 
extremely fickly ; and, notwuhftanding her re- 
monftrances on the impropriety of fuch an uni- 
on, he periifted in his defign, and it took place. 
She is reprefented as a fenfible, worthy wo- 
man ; and on her death, three years afterwards 
(during which interval he continued at New- 
ino-ton), Mr. Howard was fmcerely affected 
-vith his lofs ; nor did he ever fail to mention 
her with refpecl, after his fentiments of things 
may have been fuppofed, from greater com- 
merce with the world, to have undergone a 
•change. 
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His liberality with refpecl to pecuniary con- 
cerns was early difplayed:; and at no time of 
his life does he feem to have confidered money 
isi any other light thanasan inftrument of pro- 
curing happ'mefs ro himfelf and others. The 
little fortune that his wife poffeffed he gave to 
her filler; and during his refidence at New- 
ington he bellowed much in charily, and made 
a handlbrne donation to the diffenting congre- 
gation there, for the purpofe of providing a 
dwelling-houfe for the miniiter. 

His attachment to religion was a principle 
imbibed from his earliefl years, which continu- 
ed fleady and uniform through life. The body 
of Chn'it'ans to whom he particularly united 
himfelf were the Independents, and his fyfiem 
of belief was that of the moderate Calvinifts. 
But though he feems early to have made up his 
mind as to the doctrines he thought beft found- 
ed, and the mode of worihip he moil approved, 
vet religion abflracleJly confidered, as the re- 
lation between man and his Maker, and the 
grand fupportof morality, appears to have been 
the principal object of his regard. lie was lefs 
folicitous about modes and opinions, than the 
internal fpirit of piety and devotion : and in 
his eftimatc of different rel giau* feciet es^ the 
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circumstances to which he principally attended, 
■were their zeal and fmcerity. As it is the na- 
ture of lefts in general, to exhibit more ear- 
ncftnef* in doctrine, and ftridnefs in difcipline, 
than the eftablifliment from which they diffent, 
it is not to be wondered at that a perfon of Mr. 
Howard's difpofition fhould regard the various 
denominations of leclaries with predilection, 
and attach himfelf to their mofl diftinguifhed 
members. In Lcndon he feems chiefly to have 
joined the Baptift congregation in Wild-ftreet, 
long under the miniftry of the much-refpected 
Dr. Stennett. His connexions were, T be- 
lieve, leafh with that clafs called the Rational 
DifTenters ; yet he probably had not a more 
intimate friend in the world than Dr. Price, 
who always ranked among them. It was his 
tonftant practice to join in the fervice of the 
eflabliihment when he had not the opportuni- 
ty of atteuding a place of diffenting worfhip; 
and though he was warmly attached to the in- 
tereftsof the party he efpoufed, yet he had that 
true fpirit of catholicifin, which led him to ho- 
nour virtue and religion wherever he found 
them, and to regard the means only as they 
were fubfervient to the end. 

He was created a Fellow of the He >yal Socie- 
ty on May i?, 1756. ..'his honour was not, 
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I prefume, conferred upon him in confequenoe 

of any extraordinary proficiency in fcien$e 
which he had mani felled ; but rather in con- 
formity to the laudable practice of that fociety, 
of attaching gentlemen of fortune indleilure to 
the interefts of knowledge, by incorporating 
them into their body. Mr. Howard was not 
unmindful of the obligation he lay under to 
contribute fomething to the common flock, of 
information. Three fnort papers of his are pu- 
blifhed in the Tranfafiions. Thefe are, 

.In Vol. LIV. On the Decree of Cold oh- 
ferved at Cardington in the Winter of 1763, 
when Bird's Thermometer was as low as 10'. 

In Vol. LVII. On the Heat of the Waters 
ar Bath, containing a Table of the Heat of the 
Waters of the different Baths.. 

In Vol. LXI. On the Heat of the Ground 
on Mount Vefuvius. 

This lift may ferve to give an idea of the 

kind and degree of his philefopbicaJ refearch. 

Meteorological obfervations were much to his 

taite ; and even in his later tours, when he was 

lpied by very different objects, he never* 

B 2 
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travelled without fome inftxuments for that 
purpofe. I have heard him like wife mention 
fome experiments on the effects of the union of 
the primary colours in different proportions, in 
Which he employed himfelf with fome alfidui- 

After the death of his wife, in the year 1756, 
he let out upon another tour, intending to com- 
mence it with a vifit to the ruins of Lifbon. 
The event of this defign will be hereafter men- 
tioned. He remained abroad a few months; 
and, on his return, began to alter the houfe on 
his eftate at Cardington near Bedford, where 
he fettled. In 1758 he made a very fuitable 
alliance with Mils Henrietta Leech, eldeft 
daughter of Edward Leeds, Efq. of Croxton, 
Cambridgefhire, king's ferjeant ; and filler of 
the prefent Edward Leeds, Efq* a Mailer in 
Chancery, and of Jofeph Leeds, Efq. of Croy- 
don. With this lady, who pcfTefTed in an emi- 
nent decree all the mild and amiable virtues 
proper to her fex, he palled, as I have cftcn 
heard him declare, the only years of true en- 
joyment which he had known in li'fe. Seen af- 
ter his marriage he purchafed Watcombe, in. 
she New For eft, Kampfliire, -and removed thi- 
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ther. Concerning his way of life in this plea- 
fant retreat, I find nothing characteristic to re- 
late, except the ftate of perfect fecurity and 
harmony in which he managed to live in the 
midft of a people, againft whom his predeceffor 
thought it neceffary to employ all the contri- 
vances of engines and guns in order to preferve 
himfelf from their hostilities- He had, indeed, 
none of thofe propensities which fo frequently 
embroil country gentlemen with their neigh- 
bours, both fmall and great. He was no 
fportlman, no executor of the game laws, and 
in no refpect an encroacher on the rights and 
advantages of others. In pofle fling him, the 
poor could not fail foon to find that they had 
acquired a prote&or and benefactor; and I am 
unwilling to believe that in any part of the 
world thelc relations are not returned with 
gratitude and attachment. After continuing 
at W.itcombe three or four years, he Ibid the 
place, and went back to Cardingtbn, which 
thenceforth became his fixed refidence- 

Here he"fteadi!y pnrfued thofe plans, both 
with reflect to the regulation of his perional 
and family concerns and to the promotion of the 

good of thofe arcurld him, v» hith principle and 
iccl'-ntion led him to approve. Though without 
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the ambition of making a fplendid appearance, 
he had a tafte for elegant neatnefs in his habi- 
tation and furniture. His fobriety of manners 
and peculiarities of living did not fit him for 
much promifcuous fociety; yet no man received 
his felecl friends with more true hofpitality ; 
and he always maintained an intercourse with 
feveral of the firft perfons in his county, who 
knew and refpecled his worth. Indeed, however 
uncomplying he might be with the freedoms 
and irregularities of polite life, he was by no 
means negligent of its received forms; and, 
though he might be denominated a man of 
fcruples and fingularities, no one would difpute 
his claim to the title of a gentleman. 

But the terms on which he held fociety with 
perfons of his own condition, are of much lefs. 
importance in the view I mean to take of his 
character, than the methods by which, he ren- 
dered himfelf a bleiling to the indigent and 
friendlefs in a fmail circle, before he extended 
his benevolence to fo wide a compafs. It feems 
to have been the. capital object of his ambition, 
that the poor in his visage mould be the moft. 
orderly in their manners, the neateft in their 
perfons and habitations, and pofleffed of the. 



( 21 ) 

greateft fhare of the comforts of life, that could 
be met with in any part of England. And as 
it was his difpofition to carry every thing he 
undertook to the greateft pitch of perfection 
fo he fpared no pains or expence to effect this 
purpofe. He began by building a number of 
neat cottages on his eftate, annexing to each a 
little land for a garden, and other convenien- 
ces. In this projeft, which might be corifi- 
dered as an object of tafte as well as of benevo- 
lence, he had the full concurrence of his ex- 
cellent partner. I remember his relating, 
that once, having fettled his accounts at the 
dole of a year, and found a balance in his fa- 
vor, he propofed to his wife to make ufe of it 
in a journey to London, or any other grati- 
fication flie chofe. " What a pretty cottage 
it would build," was her anfwer ; and the mo- 
ney was fo employed. Thefe comfortable ha- 
bitations he peopled with the moft induftrious 
andfober tenants he could find; and over them 
he exercifed the fuperintendence of mafter and 
father combined. He was careful to furnifh 
them with employment, to alii ft them in fick- 
nefs and difireis, and to educate their children. 
In order to prefer ve their morals, he made it 
a condition that they fliould regularly attend 
their feveral places of worfhip, and abftaia 
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from public hcuTes, and from fuch amufemcnts 
as he though', pernicious; and he fecurtd their 
compliance with his rules by making them te- 
n-ants at will* 

^ I fhall here beg leave to digrefs a little, in 
order to make fome general obfervations on 
the different methods that may be propofed fcr 
bettering the condition of the loweft and moft 
numerous clafs among us- In the ftatein v. hich 
they too frequently appear, depvefTed to the 
extrerneft point of indigence, unable by their 
utmeft exertions to obtain more than the b-ire 
neceflaries ofexiftence, debafed by 'the total 
want of inilrucrion, and partaking of nothing 
that can dignify the human character, it is no 
wonder that a benevolent perfon of the higher 
ranks in fociety fhould cuniider them as crea- 
tures of an inferior fpecies, only to be benefit- 
ed by the conftant exercife of his authority 
and fuperintendence. And I believe the face 
to be, that, from the operation of our poor 
laws, and other circumftances, the poor in this 
country are more thoughtlefs, improvident, 
and helplefs,than thoi'e of almoft any other na 
tion. Humanity will, therefore, in fuch a Hate 
of things, think it neceflary to afiume the entiie 
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management of thofe who can neither think 
nor act for their own good ; and willdireft and 
over-rule all their concerns, jufl: as it would 
thofe of children and idiots. In fhort, it will 
aim at fuch a kind of influence, as the Jefuits 
of Paraguay eftablifhed, (perhaps with the 
fame benevolent views) over the fimple na- 
tives. 

But is this ftate of pupilage to be perpetual ? 
and, in a land of liberty and equal laws, is the 
great body of people always to exift in a con- 
dition of adualfubjecYion to and dependence on 
the few? Are they never to be intruded with 
their own happinetef, but always to look up for 
fuppoi t and direction to thofe who in reality 
are lefs independent than themfelves > This 
is an idea which a liberal mind will be unwill- 
ing to admit ; and it will anxioufly look for- 
ward to a period, in which meannefs of condi- 
tion fhall not neceflarily imply debafemer.t of 
nature ; but thofe of ever.y rank in fociety, 
feeling powers within themfelves to fecure 
their effential comforts, (hall rely upon their 
own exertions, and be guided by the dictates of 
their own reafon. That this is not an imagin- 
ary Hate of things the general condition of the 
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loweft clafTes in fome countries, and even in 
forne parts of England where the working poor, 
St the fame time that their earnings enable 
them to procure the comforts of life, are inur- 
ed to habits of fpbriety and frugality, is a f'uf- 
ficient proof. 

There are few counties in England which 
afford lefs employment to a numerous poor than 
that of Bedford ; of courfe, wages are low, 
and much diftrefs would prevail, were it not 
for the humanity of the gentlemen who reikle 
upon their eftates. Among thefeMr. Howard 
diftinguimed himfelf by a peculiar attention to 
the comfort and improvement of his depend- 
ents ; and he was accordingly held by them in 
the higheft refpect and veneration. I may 
add, that he poiTeffed their LOVE ; which is 
not always the cafe with thofe who render ef- 
fential fervices to the people of that clafs. But 
he treated them with kindnefs, as well as be. 
neficence ; and he particularly avoided ev#y 
thing ftern or imperious iu his manner towards 
them. Whatever there might appear of ftricl- 
nefs in the difcipline he enforced, it had only 
in view their beft in terefts ; and if under his 
protection they could pals a tranquil old age 
in thsir own comfortable cottages, rather than 
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: end their lives in a work-houfe, the rubcrdina'- 
tion to which they fubmitted was amply com- 
penfated. It is certain that the melioration of 
manners and principtes which he promoted, 
■was the mod effectual means of eventually ren- 
dering them more independent ; and I have 
reafon to know, that, latterly at leaft, he wa3 
as well affected to the rights, as he was folici- 
toys to augment the comforts of the poor. 

His charities were not confined to thofemore 
immediately connected with his property 5 
they took in the whole circle of neighbour- 
hood. His bounty was particularly directed to 
that fundamental point in improving the con* 
dition of the poor, giving them a fober and 
iifeful education. From early life he attend- 
■ed to this object; and he eltablifhed fchoolsfor 
both fexes, conducted upon the mod: judicious 
plan. The girls were taught reading, and 
needle-work in a plain way : the boys reading, 
and fome of them writing, and the rudiments 
of arithmetic. They were regularly to attend 
public worfliipin the way their parents approv- 
ed. The nu mber brought up in thefe fchools 
was fluctuating, but the inftitutions were unin- 
terrupted. In every other way in which a 
man thoroughly difpofed to do good with the 
means Providence has beftowed upon him, ean 
C 
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exercife his liberality, Mr. Howard flood 
among the foremoft. He was not only a fub- 
fcriber to various public fchemes of benevo- 
lence, but his private charities were largely 
difFufed, and remarkably well directed. It 
was, indeed, only to his particular confidents 
and coadjutors that many of thefe were ever 
known ; bur they render him the moft ample 
teftimony in this refpect. His very intimate 
and confidential friend, the Rev. Mr. Tho- 
mas Smith of Bedford, gives me the following 
account of this part of his conduct, at a time 
when he was deeply engaged in thofe public 
exertions which might be fuppofed to interfere 
with his private and local benefactions- " He 
ftill continued^'to devife liberal things for his 
poor neighbours and tenants; and, confider- 
ing how much his heart and time were engag- 
ed in his great and comprehenfive plans, it 
was furprifing with what minutenefs he would 
fend home his directions about his private do- 
nations. His fchools were continued to the 
tart." It is impolTible any ftronger proof can 
be given, that the habit of doing good was 
wrought into his very nature, than that, while 
his public actions placed him without a rival 
for deed* of philanthropy, he fhoulditill be un- 
able to fatisfy his benevolent defires without 
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his accuftomed benefits to his neighbours and 
dependents. 

Another early feature of that character 
which Mr. Howard afterwards lb cp&fpicu- 
oufiy displayed, was a determined refiftance of 
injuftice and oppreffion. No one could be 
more firmly relied or, as the protector of right 
and innocence againft unfeeling and unprinci- 
pled power. His indignation was roufed by 
any attempts to encroach or domineer ; and his 
fpirit lfidhira; without hefitatio% to cxprefs, 
both in word.; and actions, his f'enfe of fuch 
conduct As no man could he more perfectly 
independent, both in mind and fituation, than 
himfelf, he made that ufe of his advantage which 
every independent man ought to do ; — he act- 
ed as principle directed him, regardlefs whom 
he might difpleafe by it ; he ftrongly marked 
his different fenfations with refpect to different 
characters ; and he was not lefs ftrenuous in 
oppofing pernicious fchemes, than in promot- 
ing beneficial ones. 

The love of order and regularity likewife 
marked the early as well as the later periods 
of his life; it directed his own domeftic con- 
cerns equally with his plans for the benefit of 
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others. His difpofition of time was exact and 
methodical. He accurately knew the ftat« or 
all his affairs; and the hand of economy re- 
gulated what the heart of generofity diipenl- 
ed. His tafte in drei's, furniture, and every 
thing exterior, was turned to fimpUcity and 
rjeatnefs • and this conformity of difpol-tt 
rendered him an admirer of the feet of Qua- 
kers, with many individuals of which he main- 
fcained an intimate connection... 

In common with many other benevolent and 
virtuous characters, he had a fotKfciefs for gar- 
dening, and the cultivation of plants both ufe- 
ful ar.d ornamental. Indeed, as his own diet 
was aim oil entirely of the vegetable kind, he 
had various inducements to attend to this pleaf- 
ing occupation. That molt valuable root, the 
potatoe, was a great favourite with him ; and 
a remarkably productive fpeciesof it, which He 
recommended to public notice, was diftinguifh- 
c.d by his name. His garden was an object of 
curioiity, both for the elegant manner in 
which it was laid out, and for the excellence of 
its productions; and in his various travels he 
frequently brought home, and distributed 
among his friends, the feeds of. curious kind 
cultivated vege table*. 
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In this manner Mr. Howard pa (Ted the tran- 
quil years of his Tattled refidence at Carding- 
ton ; happy in him felt", and the inftrument of 
goon 1 to all around him. But this (late was 
hoc long to continue. His domeftic felicity re- 
ceived a fatal wound from the death of his be- 
loved wife, in the year 1765, loon after deli- 
very of her only child. It is unnecefTary to 
fay how a heart like his rnuft have felt on fuch 
an event. They who have been witnefTes of 
the fenfibilaty with which, many years after- 
wards, he recollected it, and know how he 
honored and- Cffcriihed her memory, will con- 
ceive his fenfartons at that trying period. He 
was thenceforth attached to his home only by 
the duties annexed to it ; of which the moft in- 
tereiling was the education of his infant lbn. 
-This was an office which ahnoft immediately 
■commenced ; for according to his ideas, educat- 
ion had place from the very firlt dawn of the 
ynental faculties. The very unfortunate iilue 
cf his cares, with rejpect to his fon, has raided 
a charge to be brought againfr him very deeply 
a^ecting his paternal character. That this 
trge was in its main circutnflance falfe and 
calu unions, his, I truft, been proved, to the 
fatisfaction of the public, by appeals to facls 

! «ive remained uncontrovened. I iliall 
C 2 
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not, therefore, go over again the ground of, 
this controverfy ; but fhall rather follow the 
proper line of this work, by briefly difplaying 
Mr. Howard's ideas on education, and his man- 
ner of executing them. 

Reo-arding children as creatures pofTeffed of 
firong pafiions and defires, without reafon and 
experience to controul them, he thought th^': 
nature feemed> as it were, to mark them ou'c 
as the fubjecls of abfolute authority ;.."■ and that 
the firfi: and fundamental principle to be incul- 
cated upon them v was implicit and unlimited 
obedience. This cannot be effected by any 
procefs of reasoning, before reafon has its 
commencement ; and therefore muil be the 
refhl t of coercion. Now, as no man ever more 
nTe&ually combined the kniierin modo with the 
fort iter in fe, the coercion he prattifed was calm; 
and oentle, but at the fame time fteady and; 
refolute. I fliall give an inftance of it which I 
had frcmhimfelf. His child one day, wanting 
fomething which he. was not co have, fell into. 
a. fie of crying, which the nurfe could not pa. ' 
cify- Mr. Howard took hiui from her, and 
laid him quietly in his lap, fill, fatigued with 
trying, he became ftill. This proccl's, a few 
times repeated, hadiuclian effect, that i 



child, if crying ever fo violently, was rendered 
quiet the inftant his father took him. In a fi- 
rnilar manner, without harm words and threats, w . 
itill lefs blows, he gained every other point 
which he thought neceffsry to gain, and, 
brought. the child to fuch a habit of obedience, . 
that I have heard him fay, he believed his Con 
would have put his finger into the fire if he- 
had commanded him. Certain it is, that many 
fathers could not, if they approved it, . execute 
a, plan of this kind; but Mr. - Howard in this 
cafe enly purfued the general method which Ue 
took to effect any thing which a thorough con-, 
vicbon of its propriety induced him to under- 
take. Tt is abfurd, therefore, to reprefenthmi 
as wanting that milk of human kindnefs for his 
only fon, with which he abounded for the reft 
cf his. fellow-creatures; for he aimed at what.. 
he thought the good of both, by the very fame 
means; and, if he carried the point further 
with refpect to his fon, it was only becaufe he 
was more interefted in his welfare. But. this 
ccurfeofuiicipiine, whatever be thought of it, 
couid not have been long pra&ifed, fince the 
child was early fent to-fchool, and the father 
«d very little at home afterwards. As to. 
its effecl: en the youth's mind (if that, and not 
nation, be the, circumftance. on which Mr.. 
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Howard's vindication is to depend), I. con fid er 
it as a manifeft impoffibility, that tontrouling 
the child, mould have been the caule of the 
young man's infanity. If any fuch remote 
caufe could be'fuppofed capable , of producing 
fuch an effect, the oppofite extreme of indul- 
gence would have been a much more likely one* 
But I think it highly probable, that a father,, 
whole prefence was aflbciated with the per- 
ception of restraint and refufal, mould always 
have infpired more awe than affection ; and 
fhonld never have created that filial confidence, 
which is both the moft pleafing and moil ialu- 
tary of the fenSiaients attending that relation. 
And this lias been the great evil of that rigor- 
ous mode of education, once fo general, and 
ffill frequent, among perfons of a particular 
perfuafion.. I have authority to fay, that Mr. 
Howard was at length fenfible that he had in 
fome meafure miilaken the mode of forming; his 
fon to that character he wifhed him to acquire ; 
though, with refpect to his mental derange- 
ment, I know that he imputed no blame to . 
Jrimfelf on that head. With what parental 
forrow he was affected by that event will ap- 
pear in the progrefs of the narration. 
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Having now given fuch a view of the temper 
and manners of this excellentperfon, inhispti- 
wate iituation, as may ferve to introduce him 
:o the reader's acquaintance at the Time of his 
aflfafrmfrg a public character, I ih.dl, without 
further delay, proceed to trace him through 
thofe years of his life, the employment of vvnich 
alone has rendered him an object of the c.ino.> 
:/ and admiration- of Ids countrymen. 

In the year ^773-, Mr. Howard was nominat- 
ed High-Shenff of the county of Bedford. An. 
chfbcle, however, lay in the way of his accept- 
ing that office, concerning which I ihall take 
the liberty of making a few remarks. 

Whea a principled Diffenter, whofe condi- 
tion in life permits him to aipire to the honor 
of ferving his country in fome poft of magiflra- 
tyj reflects on his fituation, he finds that he mult 
make bis election of one of the three following 
determinations. Re mud either comply with a 
religious rite of another church, merely on ac- 
count of its being made the condition ofreceiv- 
inn- the office ; or take upon himielf the office 
without fuch compliance, under all the>haxard 
that attends it ; or he muft quietly fit down,un- 
der that vacation from public charge. 
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thefhte, in its wifdom, has impofed upon him, 
fatisfied with promoting the welfare of individu- 
als by modes not interdicted to him. It would 
be great prefumption in me to decide which of 
thefe del .ens is molt conformable to du- 

ty. In fact, there is only a choice of difficul- 
ties, and the decifion between them muft be left 
to every man's own feelings, which, if his in- 
tentions be good and honeft, will fcarcely lead 
him wrong. But it was perfectly fuitable to 
Mr. Howard's character to make option of the 
office with the hazard: for as, on the one 
hand, no confideration on earth could have in- 
duced him to violate his religious principles ; 
fo, on the other, his active difpofition, and 
zeal for the public good, ftrongly impelled him 
to afTume a ftation, in which thofe qualities 
might have free fcope for exertion ; and as to 
perfcnal hazard, that was never an obftacle in 
his way. There may be cafuifts who will con- 
demn this choice, and regard it as a ferious of- 
fence againft the laws of his country, to have 
taken upon him an office without complying 
with its preliminary conditions. But, I con- 
ceive, the llncere philanthropic will rather 
make a different reflection, and feel a fhock in 
thinking, that, had Mr. Howard been influen- 
ced by thofe apprehenfions vshich would have 
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operated upon mofl men, he would have b 
excluded from that fituation, which gave occa- 
fion to all thofe fervices which he rendered to 
humanity in his own country, and throughout 
Europe*. 

He entered upon his office with the refolu-' 
tion of performing all its duties with that punc- 
tuality which marked his conduct in every 
thing he undertook. Of thefe, one of the mofl 
important, though leaft agreeable, is the in- 
fpeclion of the prisons within its jurisdiction. 
But this, to him, was not only an act of duty, 
it intereited him as a material concern of huma- 
nity. 



i* The penalties to which Mr. Howard, in this in- 
fla'icv, expofed kimfelf, are declared in the following 
claafe of the Teit Act, which cannot too often be placed 
before the eyes of Britons. « ' Every perfon that /kail 
'• negleft or refufe to take the facrament as afore faid, 
*' and yet, after fuchnegleil or rcfifal, Jhall execute 
" any of the faid ojlces or employments, and being 
" tketeupon lawfully convifted, iliall be difabled to 
" fue, or uieany action, bill, plaint or information, 
" in courfe of law, or to prolecute any fnit in any 
*'- court of equity, or to be guardian of any child, 
" or executor or adminiitrator of any perfon, or 
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The attention of Mr. Howard t» pcrfons 
** Tick and in prif'on," is by himfelf dated as far 
back as the year 1756, when he was induced by 
afingular, but what Ubould call a iublirne, cu- 
riofity to vi£it Lifbon, then lying in the recent 
Tuins of its terrible earthquake. The packet 



" capable of any legacy or deed of gift, or to bear 
** any office ; and ffiaB forfeit the fum of five hun- 
** dred pounds, to be recovered by kim or them 
«* that fhall (ue for the lame."— In the debate on the 
repeal if this alt, the ksovt r, with muck eloquence, in- 
troduced the -very cafe ofJIr. Howard, and feme dcon- 
fulerably to impvejs his audience by the fuppofiUan cf 
Juch a man Jujfering its penalties, in confequence cf 
an information wJiich any villain might lay again/I 
him. I,i reply it was Jail, that, whatever were a 
man's intentions, if he voluntarily contravneda known 
law of his country, it ought net to be reckon: d a hard- 
ship that he incurwd the penalties by which it was 
famlioned. And this majoning is undoubtedly Jufi, as 
it refpefts the interefi of an individual put in competi- 
tion with th: fe entity of a law. But J'nr-.Iy it is a 
proper consideration for thi legislature], whether a 
law be ground, d an thofe princ . uity and gene- 

red utility which can jufiify the of fuck 

dreadful penalties for the breach of it, efpecially when 
experience has /hewn , that the mojl confeientieus and 
well-intentioned perfvns -a, e mofi liable to incur than. 



m 



( 37 ) 



in which he foiled being taken by a French 
privateer, he, with the reft of the crew, was 
firft expofed to all the barbarities exercifed by 
thofe licenfed pirates, who poflefs the right of 
the i'word, not molified by the feelings of gen- 
tlemen ; and, on his arrival in France, he for 
a time endured fome of the hardships of a pri- 
foner of war, and became acquainted with all 
the fufferings of his countrymen in the fame 
lituation. Thcfe, on his return to England, 
he took care to make known to the Commiffion- 
ers of Sick and Wounded Seamen, who gave 
him their thanks for his information, and ex- 
erted themfelves to obtain redrefs. It was lift- 
polfible that fo feeling a leffon of the calamities 
inflicted upon the unprotected claffes of man- 
kind, by fellow-creatures " dreffed in a little 
brief authority," mould fail to make a durable 
impreifion on fuch a mind as Mr. Howard's. 

It was not, however, till the period of his 
ferving the office of iheriff, that the diftreffes of 
thofe confined in the civil prifons of his own 
country engaged his particular notice. In the 
introduction to his State of the Prifons, he has 
with the moft unaffuming fimplicity, related 
the gradual progrefs of his enquiries ; and m 
D 
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what manner he was led, from an examination 
of the gaolsinhisown (mall county, to an inve- 
fiigation of all the circumftances belonging to 
this branch of police throughout the kingdom. 

The firfl thing which (truck him, was the 
enormous injustice of remanding to prifon for 
the payment of fees, thofe who had been ac- 
quitted or difcharged without trial. As the 
marnftrates of his count)', though willing to re- 
drel's this grievance, did not conceive them- 
felves pofiefled of the power of granting a re- 
medy, Mr. How afd travelled into feme of the 
neighbouring counties in fearch of a precedent. 
In this fearch, fcenes of calamity and injustice 
{till opening upon him, he went on, and paid 
vifits to moft of the county gaols in England. 
Some peculiarly deplorable objects coming in 
his view, who had been brought from the 
Bridewells, he was induced to enter upon an 
examination of thefe places of confinement ; 
for which purpofe he travelled again into the 
counties he had before feen, and into all the 
reft, vifiting Houfes of Correction, City and 
Town Gaols. 

Ke had carried on the"£s inquiries with fo 
much afliduity, that io early 3.1 March .1774, 
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he was dcfired to communicate his information 
to the Houfe of Commons, and received their 
thanks. As he was then little known, I can- 
not much wonder that fo extraordinary an in- 
ftance of pure and active benevolence was not 
nniverfally comprehended even by that patri- 
otic bodyj for a member thought fit to.aik him 
" at whofe expence he travelled ?" a quefiion 
which Mr. Howard could fcarcely anfwer 
without fome indignant emotions. Soon after 
this public testimony given to the exiflence of 
great abuf'es and defects in our prifons, a very 
worthy member, Mr. Popbam, brought into 
the Houfe two bills, one " for the relief of ac- 
quitted prifoners in matter of fees" — the othc.c 
" for preferving the health of prifoners." — • 
Thefe falutary ads pafTed during the fame fef- 
fion, and made a commencement of thofe re- 
forms which have fince been fo much extend- 
ed. Mr. Howard^ aware of the great defici- 
ency of the mode of promulgating laws among 
us, had thefe acls printed in a different cha- 
racter, and fent to every keeper of a county- 
gaol in England. 

In this year he was induced, by the urgent 
perluafions of his neighbours and friends of the 
town of Bedford, to ftand candidate, in can- 
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junc~tio1i*\vith Mr. Whitbread, to rcpref't'wi 

that borough in parliament. Ko two rerions 
*ould be better entitled to the efteem of a 
town ; and they were very warmly fupported 
inaconteft, which however terminated in the 
return of two other gentlemen. Mr. Whit- 
bread and Mr. Howard petitioned the Houfe 
againfi the return ; and the event was, that 
v 4he former, and one of the fitting memberff 
were declared duly elected. To thofe who are 
acquainted with the conftitution of that bo. 
rough, it will not appear extraordinary, that 
a perfon pofTeffing the attachment of a majority 
of the inhabitant voters fhould lofe his election. 
This, however, was a nioft fortunate circum- 
ftance for the public ; fince, if Mr. Howard 
had obtained a feat in the Houfe of Commons, 
his plans for the reformation of prifons, muft 
have been brought within a narrow compafs ; 
and the collateral inquiries, which, f'o greatly 
to the advantage of humanity, he afterwards 
adopted, could never have exifted. 

It was Mr. Howard's intention to have pub- 
liflied his account of Englidi Prifons in fpring 
1775 ; but as he was fenlible, that to point out 
defects, without at the fame time fuggcfting 
remedies, would be of little advantage, he 



( 4i ) 

thought it bed to examine with his own eyes,, 
.what had been actually put in practice with re- 
fpect to this part of police, in iome of the mofl 
enlightened countries on the continent. Ac- 
cordingly, in that year he vitited France, Flan- 
ders, Holland, and Germany ; and in 1776 re- 
peated his vifit to thole countries, and alio 
went to Switzerland. In the intervals lie 
made a journey to Scotland and Ireland, and 
revilited the county-gaols and many others in 
England.- 

Thus furnifhed with a flock of information 
greater than had ever before been collected on 
this iubject ; and, indeed, probably greater 
than any man had, in the fame fpace of time, 
ever collected on any fubjeei that required fi- 
milar pains ; he offered it to the public in 1777 
in a quarto volume of near 500 pages, dedicat- 
ed to the lioufe of Commons, by way of grate- 
ful acknowledgment fur the honor conferred 
on him by their thanks, and for the attention 
they had bellowed on the bufinefs. Before I 
proceed to give an account of this work, I ill all 
juil.obferve, that To zealous was Mr. Howard 
to diffufe information, and {o determined to 
ooviatc any idea that he meant Co repay hi& 
exjiences by the profit abie trade of Book- 
D 2 
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making, that, befides a profuie munificence in 
preferring copies to all the principal perlons 
in the kingdom, and all his particular friends, 
ke infilled on fixing the price of the volume lb 
low, that, had every copy been fold, he would 
ftill have prefented the public with all the 
plates, snd great part of the printing. And 
this practice he followed in all his fubfequent 
publications ; fo that, with literal propriety, 
be may be faid to have given them to the 
"world. By the large expences of his journey, 
charities and publications, he has made himlelf 
even a greater pecuniary benefactor to mankind 
than can readily be paralleled in any age or 
country, his proportioned circurnftances confi- 
dered. Yet how fmall a part was this of the 
faxrifkes he Kiade ! 

He chofe the prefs of Mr. Eyres at War- 
rington, induced by "various elegant fpecimens 
which had hTued from it. and by the opportu- 
nity a country prefs afforded, of having tht 
work done under his own infpection, at his 
own time, and with all the minute accuracy 
of correction he determined to bellow on it. 
I may alfo fay, that «*n opinion of the advan- 
tage he might there enjoy of fome literary 
'siliftaneein the revifion and improvement a 
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his papers, was a farther motive. To this 
choice I was indebted for that intimate per- 
fonal acquaintance with him, which I fhall 
ever efteem one of the mod honourable cir- 
cumllances of my life, and the lively recol- 
lection of which will, I truft, never quit me 
while memo 1 y remains. He reiided in War- 
rington during the whole time of printing, 
and his attention to bufmefs was moft indefati- 
gable. During a very fevere winter h e 
made it his practice to rile at three or four in 
the 'morning, for the purpofe of collating 
every word and figure of his daily proof fheet 
with the original. 

As I thought it right to mention Mr. How- 
ards literary deficiencies, it is become ne- 
cefTary to inform the public of the manner in 
which his works were compoied. On his re- 
turn from his tours he took all his memoran- 
dum-books to an old retired friend of his, 
who affifted him in methodizing them, and co- 
pied out the whole matter in correct language. 
They. were then put into the hands of Dr. 
Price, from whom they underwent a revifi- 
on and received occafionaliy considerable 
alterations. What Mr* Howard himfelf 
thought of the advantages they derive4 Irons 
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his afiiftance, will appear from the following 
paffages in letters to Dr. Price. " I am 
" afhamed to think how much I have accumu- 
" lated your labors, yet I glory in that aflift- 
*' ance to which I owe fo much credit in the 
" world, and, under Providence, fuccefs in 

" my endeavours." " It is from your 

" kind aid and afliltance, my dear friend, 
" that I derive fo much of my character and 
" influence. I exult in declaring it, and 
« fhall carry a grateful fenl'e of it to the hit 
« hour of my exiftence." — With his papers 
thus corrected, Mr. Howard came to the prefs 
at Warrington ; and firft he read them all over 
carefully with me, which perufal was repeated,, 
fheetby fheet, as they were printed. As new 
facts raid observations were continually fuggeft- 
ingthemfelves to his mind, heput thematter of 
them upon paper : j s they occurred, and then 
requeued me to clothe them in fuch exprtffi- 
ons as I thought proper. On thefe occafions, 
fuch was his diffidence, that I found it diffi- 
cult to make him acqulefce in his own lan- 
guage when, as frequently happened, it was 
unexceptionable- Of this additional matter, 
feme was interwoven with the text, but the 
greater par: was neceffa: ily thrown into notes, 
which in feme of his volumes, arc numeu 

I'QUS. 
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Ti.e rifle of this firfl: work is, The State of 
the Prifons in England and IV ales ; with preli. 
mhiary Qbftrvatv.ns, and an Account of /one 
Foreign Prifons. It begins with a general 
View of Diftrefs in Prifons, fhewing in what 
refpects thofe of England are deficient in the 
articles of food, water, bedding, anil frefhair ; 
and that the morals cf the prifoners are to- 
tally neglected, the mo ft criminal and aban- 
doned beina; fuffered to corrupt the VQimecr 
and lefs practiced. Notice is alio taken of 
the gaol-fever, a difcafe which has in a pecu- 
liar manner inferred the prifons of this coun- 
try, and has at various times fpread its rava- 
ges from them among our courts cf judica- 
ture, our fleets, and armies. The author's 
next fection is on Bad Cuftoms in Prifons, un- 
der which he takes notice of the demand of 
garnifh, the per minion of gaming, the ufe of 
ircHte, the practice cf varying the towns where 
the affixes are held, the local unfrequency of 
o-aci-de!ivery, the fees ftjil demanded by clerks 
of affiVe and of the peace, the non-rdidency 
of gaolers, .the crowding of gaols with the 
wives and children of prifoners, and the cir- 
enmftance of lome gaols being private proper- 
ty. 'From t'.is, and the foregoing feet on, 
every one mnft be convinced of the dreadful 



( A6 ) 

itate of our police in this important matter, 
and the abfolute neceflity for a reformation. 
For proof that the complaints here made in 
general terms are not unfounded or exagge- 
rated, he properly refers to the fubiequent 
account of particular gaols, where they are 
too abundantly verified. He concludes the 
iecond lection with an enumeration of al! the 
prifouers in Enghnd and Wales, under their 
feveral clalTes, who, in 1776, amounted to 
4084, a number much lei's than fome vague 
conjectures hadfhted, yet fufiiciently great to 
demand the (ericus attention of the legiila- 
ture, efpecially v. hen it is confidered that 
every man in prifon maybe reckoned to have 
t.vc dependents on him for fupport. 

Mr. Kovvard's third feclion offer's propof* 
ed Improvements in the Structure and Ma- 
nagement of Prifons. He begins with v -ob- 
fervationson the prifon itfelf, with refpect to 
its fituation and plan, the latter of which is 
illuftrated by an engraving. He then ] 
teeds to that raoft elTential topic, the regulati- 
ons. Thefe he conliders under the feveral 
heads of gaoler, chaplain, furgeon, fees, 
cleanlinefs, food, bedding, rules and orders, 
and infpeclor- He much infills upon the ne- 
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cefTity of abf'olutely taking away the tap from 
the keepers of prifons, the poffeffion of which 
was obvioufly the caufe of promoting intem- 
perance and riot, from the intereft it gave 
the- keeper in fuch irregularities. In lien of 
this fource of profit, he propcfes a liberal ad- 
dition to the falaries of this officer, the im- 
portance and refpectability of whole employ 
he every where inculcates. Ke makes a fe- 
parate article of Bridewells, the original pe. 
nitentiary-houfes of the country, and plan- 
ned with much wifdom, but which, by long 
neglect and abufe, were become rather a nui- 
fance than an advantage to the police. In 
many cf them, though the perfons confined 
k were Sentenced to hard labour, no work of any 
kind was done ; and this (fate of idlenefs, with 
the company of hardened criminals, proved to 
be a raoft effectual method of completing the 
corruption of young and petty offenders. Va- 
rious excellent remarks and fuggeflions are 
given in the whole of this fection, which con- 
tains the ground-work of all improvement 
in the economy of prifons and houfes of cor- 
rection. 

In feet. IV. Mr. Howard gives an account 
of . Prifons^ dot of all lie had fcen, 
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but of fiich only is afforded matter of instruc- 
tion ; nor in thefe docs lie notice the frauds 
and defects he obferved, for he fays, " the 
" redrefs and investigation of foreign abules 
" was not my object." The countries of 
which the prifons are defcribed are France, 
Switzerland, Germany, Holland, and Flan- 
ders. In the firit, the fufpicipus policy which 
then prevailed would have rendered it very 
difficult for him to have obtained accefs to the 
interior part of the prifons, had he not avail- 
ted himfelf of a benevolent rule, which per- 
mits any perfon to distribute alms to the pri- 
soners with his own hands. A fpiritof order 
■Mid precision, tempered with humanity, was 
obicrvable in the conduct of this department, 
the regulations of which were fixed by a very 
compreheuiive and judicious code contained 
in an arret of 1717. In Switzerland, tbe 
fcparation of male and female prifoners, the 
folitary confinement of felons, and^jhe em- 
ployment of thofe called galley-flaves, are 
circu ..itances deferving notice. The Ger- 
man prifons are regulated in a fimilar man- 
ner ; and 1 he houles of correction at Man- 
beiin, Hamburgh, and Bremen, afford ufeful 
examples of order and indultry. But it is in 
Holland tlut the- purpofe of reforming crimi* 
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nals by a ctiurfe of difcipline is carried into execu- 
tion with inoft care and effect. Few debtors and 
few atrocious offenders are to be found there j 
and the rafp and fpin-houfes contain the great bo- 
dyofprifoners. The regulations of thele are gi- 
ven in detail, and the different employments of 
the priloners in different towns are particular- 
ly noted. Holland appears to be Mr. How- 
ard's great fchool, to which we mall fee that 
he was never wearied in returning. The 
Auftmn Netherlands offer fome of the largeft 
eflabiiihments of the penitentiary kind, and 
prove the poihbility of managing a great num- 
ber of criminals lb as to make them ufeful to 
the ftate, and decent in their behaviour, by 
the aid of Heady difcipline and feparate con- 
finement at night. Mr. Howard faw, what 
I luppofe was then deemed a-n impoffibility in 
England, in the houfe of correction at Ghent, 
near 190 flout criminals governed with as 
much apparent eafe as the nioft fober and 
well-difpofed affembly in civil fociety. The 
regulations of this prifon are defervedly given 
at fome length. Mr. Howard concludes this 
fection with a forcible and manly appeal to 
his countrymen with refpect to the comparison 
he was obliged to exhibit between foreign and 
Engiiih policejn this point, ['0 unfavourable to 
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the latter ; calling upon his reader to judge, 
from the facts laid before him, " whether a 
defign of reforming our prifons be merely vi- 
fionary ; and whether idlenefs f debauchery, 
difeafe, and famine, be the necefiary attend- 
ants of a prifon, or only connected with it in 
our ideas, for want of a more perfect know, 
ledge and more enlarged views." 

Section V. takes up the greateft part of the 
, book. It contains a particular account of En- 
glifh prifons, arranged according to the cir- 
cuits, and comprifing every county in Eno-. 
land and Wales. The mode adopted is very 
well contrived for the eafy confultation of 
magistrates and other perfons concerned. Eve- 
ry principal prifon in London, and every 
county and city gaol, has the leading facts res- 
pecting it difpofed in a fhort table under the 
four heads of gaoler, prifoners, chaplain, and 
furgeon. A brief defcription follows of fitua- 
tion, plan, meafurements, &c. with fuch re- 
marks, either of approbation or cenfure, as 
the circumftances fuggefted. Lifts are given 
of legacies and benefactions ; and all tables of 
fees, and rules and orders, are copied verbatim* 
Next to thefe, are concife accounts of all the 
county Bridewells, and the town gaols and 
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Bridewells, with occafional remarks. The 
work is clofed by fome tables relative to 
fees and numbers, crimes and punimments of 
criminals. A fhort conclufion terminates the 
whole, in which the author apologizes for the 
lanfuiaoe of cenfure he has fo often been cora- 
pelled to ufe, enumerates the leading objects 
requiring reform, and promifes, that if fuch 
a thorough parliamentary enquiry into this 
great object, as alone can prove effectual to 
put it upon a proper footing, mould be un- 
dertaken, he would devote his time to a mors 
extenfive foreign journey, for the fake of ob- 
taining new information to lay before the pub- 
lic. 

I cannot diftnifs the account of Mr. How- 
ard's firfl: and great work, without a few re- 
flections, to which the contemplation of it 
gives rife. And firft, we may derive from it 
a clear idea of the capital objects which the 
author had at heart refpedting prifoners # 
Thefe were, to alleviate their miieries, and 
correct their vices. As to the former purpole, 
he confidered that men, partaking a common 
nature, have certain claims upon their fellow- 
creatures which nothing can entirely abro- 
gate : — that even the higheft degree of crimi- 
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jiality docs not absolutely exclude companion 
towards the perpetrators of crimes, efpecially 
-when Suffering under their effects ; — that as 
no man pnfTes through life without fome de- 
viation from Strict rectitude, fo none has lived 
without the performance of fome good actions 
—and that, although human laws muft draw 
a line between fuch circum (lances of conduct 
as do, or do not, come within their cognizance, 
yet there is a tribunal before which all man- 
kind muft appear as culprits, only distinguish- 
ed by the degree of delinquency. He further 
confidered, that among the inmates of a pri- 
fon there is every poSfible degree of moral de- 
merit, from the mere inconfiderate violation- 
of fome hard, ill-underftood, local law, to the 
deliberate breach of the moft facred and uni- 
verfal rule of action ; and that a great number 
are, in the eye of the law, innocent perfonsj 
only under a temporary ftate of confinement, 
till their conduct is properly inveftigated. 
From thefe different views of the Subject, he 
convinced himfelf, that it was the duty of 
every Society to pay due attention to the 
health, and, in fome degree, even to the com- 
forts, of all who are held in a ftate of confine- 
ment ; — that wanton and unneceffary rigouf 
ihould bepractifed upon none ; — and that fome 
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were entitled to all the indigencies compati- 
ble with their condition. It was, however, by- 
no means his wifh (as fome chofe to reprefent 
it) to render a prifon fo comfortable an abode, 
that the loweft order of fociety might find 
their condition even bettered by admiflion in- 
to it. On the contrary, the fyftem of difci- 
pline which he delired to eftablifh, was fuch 
as would appear extremely grievous to thofe 
of an idle and licentious difpofition. For, 
whenever imprifonment was made the punifh- 
ment of a crime, his idea of reformation be- 
came a leading principle in the regulation of 
prifons ; and it was that which coil him the 
chief labour in collecting and applying facts. 
To accomplish this end, he fhewed that thefe 
things were eflential ; — ftrict and conftaat fo» 
perintendence — clofe and regular employment 
— religious inftruction — re\rards for induftry 
and good- behaviour, and penalties for floth 
and audacioufnefs — distribution intoclafies and 
divifions according to age, fex, delinquency, 
& c . — and occafional and nocturnal folitude-. 
In laying down thefe regulations, he might be 
thought to have given way to a certain aufte- 
rity, were it not fo tempered by attention to- 
tht real demands of human nature, and fanc- 
:d by a regard to the btft interefls of oiU 
E a. 
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fenders themfelves, that the friend of man- 
kind was ever apparent, even in the ftrict dif- 
ciplinarian. He extremely lamented that the 
plan of reformation feemed, of all parts of his 
fyflem of improvement, leaft entered into or 
tmderftood in this country. The vulgar idea 
that our criminals are hardened and abandon- 
ed beyond all poffibility of amendment, ap- 
peared to him equally irrational and pernicious. 
He fcorned, through negligence or difpair, to 
give up the worft cafes of mental corruption ; 
he fully believed that proper remedies, duly 
adminiftered, would recover a large fliare of 
them ; and he thought it the greateft of cru- 
elties to confign a foul to perdition, without 
having made every effort for retrieving it. 
Merely to get rid of convicts by execution or 
perpetual banimment, he regarded as a piece 
of barbarous policy, equally denoting want of 
feeling, and deficiency of refource ; and he 
had not fo much Englifh prejudice about him, 
as to fuppofe, that a fyflem not adopted in 
ihis country was therefore abliird or impra*. 
iicable. 

My fecond topic of reflection is the finking 
proof this work affords of the extenfive benefit 
arifmg from a free prefs. By its m eans we fee 
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an individual, enjoying neither royal nor mi- 
nifterial patronage, but folely borne up by ar- 
dent zeal for the public good, and the refouf- 
ces of his own mind and fortune, enabled not 
only to lay before the world complete inform- 
ation concerning a moft important and little 
known fubjedT:, but, in fome meafure, alfo to 
enforce the correction of abufes, by bringing 
before the bar of the public thofe by whofe 
negligence or criminality they had been fofter- 
ed. For as the hillory of mankind has fhewn 
on the nne hand, that palpable injuftice and 
mifmanagement, even in an abfolute govern- 
ment, cannot long {land their ground againft 
the odium of an enlightened public ; fo, on the 
other, it has proved, that even in free confti- 
-tutions, notwithstanding all their boafled checks 
and balances, very grofs abufes may long pre- 
vail, unlefs they are placed in open day, and 
fubmitted to the cenfure of the nation at large. 
It is fcarcely, I think, to be doubted, that the 
freedom we enjoy in this country, and the ul- 
timate defeat of every pernicious project, arc 
lefs owing to the mechanifm of our conftituti- 
on, than to the habitual practice (rather af- 
iurned by the fpirit of the people than grant- 
ed by the laws) of fnbje&ing every public mea- 
fure to popular difcuflion by means of the prefs, 
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From this ready communication of facts and 
opinions, it has happened, that many llfefuj 
defigns and improvements have among us ori- 
ginated from perfons who had neither power 
ijor intereft of thei? own, but whofe plans 
were adopted in coniequence of the public con- 
viction* The refpeel paid to Mr. Howard's 
virtues, abilities, and induflry, placed him in a 
manner at the head of the department in which 
he had engaged as a volunteer ; and this, not 
only in his own country, but afterwards, in 
fome meafhre, throughout Europe. Though 
in exercifing the office of a cenfor he was fupe- 
rior to the fear of giving offence, yet he ever 
pbferved the utmoft delicacy in marking out 
individuals as objects of blame. He boldly and 
forcibly difplayed the abufe, but left it to thofe 
more immediately concerned, to take notice of 
the delinquent. It cannot be queftioned, that 
numbers looked with an evil eye upon his keen 
refearches and free detections ; but how could 
they venture, before the public, to confront a 
man whofe aflertions were correct, whofe in- 
tentions were above all fuipicion, and whofe • 
life would (land the feverefl. teft ?' May this 
example animate all future friends of mankind' 
with a noble confidence becoming their caufe I 
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The Houfe of Commons now took up, with 
laudable zeal, the important bufinefs of regula- 
ting the prifons ; and in the draught of a bill 
" to punifh by imprisonment and hard labour 
certain offenders, and to eftabliih proper places 
for their reception/' the plan was formed upon 
the Rafp and Spin-Houfes in Holland. Mr. 
Howard was now called upon by his promife, 
as well as his inclination, to make a new tour 
for the purpofe of acquiring freih and more 
exact information. He, accordingly, in April 
1778, went over to Holland, and revifited 
•with the greateft attention the well-conducted 
eftablifhments of the penitentiary kind in the 
United Provinces. Thence he travelled into 
Germany, taking his courfe through Hanover 
and Berlin, to Vienna. From this capital he 
proceeded to Italy by Venice; and, having 
gone as far fouth as Naples, returned by the 
"weftern fide of that country to Switzerland. 
Thence he purfued the courfe of the Rhine 
through Germany ; and, eroding the Low 
Countries to France, returned to England in 
January 1779. During the fpring and Cum- 
mer of this year he made another complete 
tour of England and Wales, and likewife 
took a journey through Scotland and Ire- 
land. 
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The labours of thefe two years were cer- 
tainly not lels productive of ufeful information 
than his former journeys. In feme refpects 
ithev were more valuable, fince, being now 
fully matter of his fubject, and acquainted with 
the means of procuring the beft intelligence, 
he purfued his inquiries with greater eafe and 
effect- He was now, too, a diitinguifhed cha- 
racter in Europe, and might venture to aflurne 
that kind of authority, to which the collection 
ef facts, interefting to all civilized nations, 
feemed to entitle him. It is here proper to 
mention, that although he often found it ne- 
cefTary, efpecially when treading new ground* 
to avail himfclf of recommendations to perlons 
high in rank and office ; yet that he much pre- 
ferred, when he could praclife it, carrying on 
his refearches as an unknown individual, whofe 
bufinels was not futpecled, and who took f'uch 
times and opportunities of making his vifits, as 
lecured him againft any thing like difguife or 
preparation. And it was his general cuftom, 
after he had once obtained accei's to a prif'on 
by the prefence and interpofition of authority, 
to ftay fome time in the place, or revifit it, for 
the purpofe of renewing his enquiries fingle 
and unexpected. Thus careful was he to guard 
againft deception j and with fuch coolnels of 
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inveftigationdidhe execute a defign which it 
required ib much ardour of mind to conceive. 

I fliall not, however, conceal, that fome 
fenlible and not uncandid obfei vers of his con- 
duct have thought him too apt to be prejudic- 
ed by firft impreffions, the effects of which it 
appeared extremely difficult to remove; and 
they have alfo charged him with fometimes 
giving undue credit to perfons of inferior con- 
dition, at the places where he was making his 
inquiries; and likewife with being apparently 
better pleafed with finding occafion to cenfure 
than to commend. If, in a few inftances, 
there may have been grounds for theie impu- 
tations (as nothing human is without its de- 
fects), yet I think his works may, on the whole, 
be confidently referred to, as proving, by an 
immenfe mais of allowed and uncontr adicted 
fafts, the accuracy of his reprefentations. It 
is likewife to be con fidered, that, as abufes in 
general proceed from fuperiors, it was not 
likely that a fair account of them mould be 
obtained from that quarter : and, as his great 
purpofe was to correct, it is natural that his 
attention mould have been more drawn to 
what was wrong than what was right. A 
Hercules who went about in order to contend 
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with monfters, had little to do with the fail' 
forms of civil life. Yet numerous mil antes 
of liberal praifc may be found in his works, ef- 
pecially where he could propofe the object of 
it as an example proper for imitation. 

The tours now before us were likewife ren- 
dered richer in utility by the comprehenfion of 
another great object, that of hofpitals. To 
thefe inlbtutions of humanity Mr. Howard 
had long been attached ; he had been a pro- 
moter of them, and attentive to their improve- 
ment; and in his journies through this king- 
dom, he had leldom failed to vifit the holpi- 
ttls and infirmaries lituated in our principal 
towns. He had alfo, in his firft publication, 
taken curfory notice of a few which he faw 
abroad. But he now made them an avowed 
object of his examination ; a circumftance, it 
may be fuppofed,. fiot a little pleating to his 
medical friends. For, although the knov\ ledge 
collected by a profelfional man with fimilar 
opportunities would, doubtlefs, have been 
more applicable to the purpofe of fcience, yet 
matter of fact, accurately ftated by a fenliblc 
obferver, mutt ever have its value. BeliJes, 
when can we expect to fee the fpirit and quali- 
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ties of a Hovard, united, in one of cur 
profefiion, with his fortune and leifure ? 

The fruit of all this refearch appeared in the 
year 1780, in an Appendix to the State of the 
Prifons in England and Wales ; containing a 
further account of foreign Prifons and Hofpi- 
tals, with additional remarks on the Prifons of 
this country. Jt is a quarto volume of about 
two hundred pages, with feveral plates. The 
work begins with the foreign prifons and hof* 
pitals, and Holland takes the lead, fince a main 
object of the journey was a minute account of 
the excellent regulations of thehoufes of cor- 
rection in that country. Many of the rules, 
dietaries, &c are copied ; and on quitting the 
country, Mr. Howard gives his teftimony to 
the large field of information on this fubject 
that it affords, and fays, that he knows not 
which in oft to admire, " the neatnefs and 
cleanlinefs appearing in the prifons, the indus- 
try and regular conduct of the prifoners, or 
the humanity and attention of the magistrates 
and governors." He takes little notice of the 
hofpitalsfor the Tick in Holland, not approving 
4th eir mode of keeping patients fo warm, and 
excluding the frefh air. At Berlin the re- 
F 
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guhirlty and ftricYnefs of the police fhews the 
ruling (pirit of the great Frederic A work- 
houfe here is conducted in the bed Dutch mode. 
Vienna affords little to commend in its prifons ; 
en the contrary, its horrid dungeons feern the 
abode of the extremeft human mifery. Scarce- 
Iy any thing in Mr. Howards defcripcions is 
more touching than the following picture : — 
" In one of the dark dungeons, down twenty- 
four fteps, I thought I had found a perlbn 
with the gaol -fever. He was loaded with heavy 
irons, and chained to the wall : anguifh and 
roifery appeared with tears clotted on his face. 
lie was not capable of fpeaking to me ; but, 
on examining his bread and feet for Petechia:, 
or ipots, and finding a ftrong intermitting 
pulfe, I was convinced that he was not ill of 
that diforder. A prifouer in an oppofite cell 
told me, that the poor creature had denied 
him to call for aflifiance, and he had done it, 
but was not heard*." The charities of this 

* This fie::: is the fubjeft cf the frontif piece to Mr. 
Haley's Ode to Mr. Howard ; audit is better drawl 
in the f dlluwing flanza cf that performance. 

Where in the dungeon'' s loathfome fhads 
Thefpeechlef captive clanks his chain, 
With heartlefs hope to raije that aid 
I eble cries have call'd in -vain ; 



( 63 ) 

city, chiefly founded by the late Emprefs 
Qaeen, sre much more pleafing fubje&s of de- 
fcriptian. 

Mr. Howard entered Italy with high expec- 
tations of improvement from its numerous cha- 
ritable infwtutior.i and public edifices ; nor 
does it appear that he was altoc-ether dil'ap- 
pointed, as this country affords him' a pretty 
long and interesting article. The govern- 
ments in which a fpirit of improvement and at- 
tention to public objects, (eera mod to prevail, 
are thofe of Milan and Tufeany. The hofpi- 
tals in Italy afford fome novelties and ufeful 
hints ; but there appears to be a great differ- 
ence among them as to cleanlineis and good 
management. Rome and Milan have well 
conducted houfes of correction, of which plans 
and defcriptions are given. In a room of the 
former is inferibed a {'entente, which fc admir- 
ably expreffed Mr. Howard's idea concerning 
the purpofe of civil policy relative to criminals, 
that he would, I believe, aim oft have thought 

Thine eye his dumb complaint explores; 

Thy voice his parting breath rsfl'oYes<s 

T y cares his gha/ily •mfage clear 

ft omdedtk' s chill dew, with many a slotted ti ar, 

A. id to his thankful foul n turni. g /if' endear. 
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ft worth while to have travelled thither Tor 
that alone PARUM EST COERCERE IMPROBOS 
POENA, NISI PROBOS EFFICIAS DISCIPL1NA. It 

is doing little to reftrain the bad by punijkment f 
urdefs you render them good by difc'ipline. The 
valley s belonging to various ftates in Italy, and 
ufed for punifhnient, may be ufefully compared 
"with our hulks. 

The wefrern fide of Germany offer's feme 
good regulations in its houfes of correction ; 
but in general, the police of this country is no 
object of imitation. The dungeons of Liege 
prefent pictures to the imagination, more dread- 
fnl, if poffible. than thofe of Vienna. " In de* 
fcending deep below ground," fays Mr- How. 
ard, " I heard the moans cf the milerable 
wretches in the dark dungeons. The fides 
and roof were all ftone. In wet feafons, water 
from the foffes gets into them, and has greatly 

-damaged the floors." " The dungeons in 

ths new prifon are abodes of rnifery ftill 
more mocking ; and confinement in them fo 
overpowers, human nature, as fome times irre- 
coverably to take away the fenfes. I heard 
the cries of the diffracted as I went down to 
them." Surely the Liegois cannot be blamed 
for endeavouring to place civil authority in dif* 
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ferent hands from thofe who thus outraged the 
feelings of human nature i 

The additional notices of France are d ftin- 
guifhed by an account of the Baftille, extracted 
from a fcarce pamphlet, which Mr. Howard 
procured, not without hazard, and a translation 
of the whole of which he likewife printed. Ke 
had reafon to believe, that this expofure to all 
Europe of the horrid fecrets of this " prifon- 
houfe," was a caufe that his after vi fits to that 
country were attended with no {'mall dinger 
to his liberty ; and it was once not improbable 
that Mr- Howard mould have been in the nun - 
ber of thofe victims whom the demolition of 
that fortrefs of defpotifm rcftored to light and 
freedom. What a triumph muft it have been 
to him, to have learned, that the frowning 
rowers, which could not be approached or even 
gazed at, without offence, were levelled to the 
ground, as the firft iacrifice to the recovered 
rights of a generous nation ! It is remarkable, 
that France was of all countries that in which 
he found intelligence concerning the prifons 
and other o-overument eftablifliments, moftdif- 
ficult to be obtained ; and this union of the 
fufpicious rigour of the police with the exterior 
gaiety and frivolity of the national character, 
F 2 
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gave him no fraall difguft. It is to be prefum- 
ed, that the change in their conftituticn wiil 
foften this contraft into a defirable harmony be- 
tween the principles of the adminiftration and 
the manners of the people. 

Great Britain being then at war wirh 
France, Spain, and America, Mr. Howard 
could not be unmindful of that clafs of honour- 
able prilbners to which he himfelf had once be- 
longed. He very attentively viiited the Eng- 
lifh pri Toners oi war confined in Calais and 
-French Flanders, noting down their complaints 
and all the particulars of their treatment. He 
alfo, as I have been well informed, clothed at 
his own expence, feveral who had been fhip- 
wrecked on the French coafi in the dreadful 
florm of December 31, 1778, and were left 
almoft naked. He likewife exerted himielf in 
difluading the men from enlifting with the 
French, who were endeavouring to (educe 
them ; by which he greatly offended the per- 
ions in office there, who could not imagine 
that he acled in all this as a private man, but 
were ftrongly periuaded that he was a fecret 
agent or fpy or" the Englifli government. ThI 
natural fuppofniou may ferve as fame apoiodj 
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for the fufpicion and illiberality with which he 
was conifantly treated in that country. 

On his return to England, with the true 
fpirit of a citizen of the world, he paid imme- 
diate vifits to the French, Spanifh, and Ameri- 
can prifoners of war in this country : nor did 
he forget thofe in Scotland and Ireland. The 
reful'ts of his obfervations, given with the mod 
perfect- impartiality, fucceed the accoun: of fo- 
reign prilbns and hofpitals ; and it cannot be 
doubted that they had confiderable effect in 
alleviating the unavoidable hardships of war. 

IVIr. Howard next gives a brief account of 
what he obferved worthy of notice in his tours 
through Scotland and Ireland. The former 
country being governed by a different fyftem 
of municipal law from that of England, afford 
iome ufeful remarks concerning imprifonment 
for debt, the form of adminiftering an oath, 
and the mode of conducting executions. Ire- 
land has not been at all behind-hand with the 
filler kingdom in pafling acts for the liberal im- 
provement of its prifons ; but there did 
not, at that time, appear an equal attention 
in magiflrates to put them in execution. 
Some remarks here introduced, concerning the 
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pra&ice of recruuing the army out of the gaols, 
will be thought important by thole, who wifh 
that the dais of armed citizens mould be re- 
fpectable, in proportion to its confequence. 

The next article relates to the Kulks on the 
Thames. Thefe, at their hrft inftitution, had 
been extremely unhealthy, in confequence of 
faults which Mr. Howard pointed out in his 
former work- Their ftate was^now much 
mended by means of parliamentary interfe- 
rence ; yet, on the whole, it was not a mode 
of imprisonment and employment which met 
with his approbation. Some further remarks 
on the Gaol-fever fucceed ; which, in addition 
to the p-eneral caufes of want of frefh air and 

o 

cleanlinefs, he attributes to fuch a fudden 
change of diet and lodging as breaks the Spi- 
rits of convicts. This correlponds with the 
medical doctrine of the effect of debilitating 
caufes, in producing fevers of the typhus kind; 
yet it feems fuch a caufe as cannot well be 
avoided. 

.. 

The remainder of the book is occupied by a 

frefh furvey of the prifons in England and 

Wales, in which fuch changes as had taken 

place fmce his former" publication are noted, 
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with occasional obfervations. The reader will 
remark with pleafure, that in mod parts of 
the kingdom, various ufeful alterations had 
been made fince the period in which Mr. 
Howard began his enquiries ; and the great 
mare he had in occasioning them will be uni- 
verfally admitted. 

Kis condition exprefles fatisfa&ion with the 
refult of his labours ; and mentions, that it 
had been his intention now to retire to the 
tranquil enjoyment of that competence Provi- 
dence had beftowed on him, but that the ear- 
ned perl'uafions of thofe who thought him a 
proper perfon to Superintend one of the great 
plans he had fo much recommended, had in- 
duced him ftill to devote his time to the public. 
Concerning this matter, it is proper to enter 
into an explanation. I fhall only firft menti- 
on, that, together with this Apepdix, there 
was printed a new edition, in oclavo,. of the 
State of the Prifons, with which all this addi- 
tional matter was interwoven. 

An act for eftabliming Penitentiary Houfes, 
on which much labour and thought had been 
beftowed by men of great ability, paffed in 
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1779- By this a<&, three fupervifors were ap- 
pointed for the purpofe of fuperintending the 
execution of the buildings. The whole king- 
dom would naturally turn itseyes on Mr. How- 
ard, as the firft perfon whofe fervices ftionld 
bf en<ra'Jt«d on this occauon ; but it was not an 
eafy talk to obtain his acqniefcence. Among 
other objections, his extreme delicacy, with 
refpect to pecuniary emolument, flood in his 
■way ; and even the moderate falary annexed 
to this office, feemed to him fcarcely compati- 
ble with the abfclute difintereftednefs of con- 
duel he had maintained, and was determined to 
preferve, during the whole of his labours. At 
length, however, the folicitations of his friends, 
particularly of the late Sir W. Blackftone, the 
great promoter of the defign, together with a 
confeioufnefs of the fervice he might render 
the public in this ftation, overcame his reluct- 
ance. Having refolved to accept of no falary 
for himfelf, and having made the affociation of 
his higbly-refpecred friend, Dr. Fothergill, a 
condition of his compliance, he, with the Doc. 
tor, and Mr. Whately, treafurer of the 
Foundling-hefpital, were nominated by his 
Maje% as the three fupervifors. The hm 
matter for their determination was, fixing en 
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the fpot where the two penitentiary houfi - for 
the metropolis fbould be erected. Various fi- 
tuations were propofed, and Mr- Howard paid 
due attention co all the plans, by vifiting the 
fpots, and maturely confidering all circumftan- 
ccs favourable and objection able. The refult 
was, that his qpinion and that of Dr. Fother- 
gill coincided in giving a preference to Ifiing- 
tou, for reafons which he has dated in his lait 
publication. Mr. Whately preferred the fitu- 
ation of litnehoufe. By the death-bed advice 
of Sir W.-Blackftone, the two friends adhered 
to their opinion ; but the matter was made an 
affair of obftinate contention, and remained 
undecided during the year 1780. At the end 
of it Dr. Fothergill died ; upon which event, 
Mr. Howard, forefeeing that the want of the 
fupport of filch a colleague would render his 
future interference ufelefs, lent his refignation 
of the office of fupervifor in January 1781, in 
a letter to Earl Bathurft, which he has 
printed. 

Now that Mr- Howard had freed himfelf 
from the engagement, which feemed to be the 
only obftacle between him and that elegant re- 
treat which for fo many years he had inhabited, 
it micrht naturally be imagined that he would 
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fit down in repofe, for the remainder of bis 
life, fatisiied with the unparalleled and fuccefs- 
ful exertions be had made for the relief of the 
moftdiftrefled portion of mankind ; and thence- 
forth employ himfelf only in thofemore confin- 
ed deeds of beneficence which he had ever 
pracYifed. But it was a leading feature in his 
character, not to be content with any thing 
fhort of the greateft perfection, which every 
objecl of his purfuit was capable of attaining — 
and this principle could fcarcely fail of applying 
itiVif to a fubject fo important as that which 
had for fome years occupied his attention — 
Though his refearches in thofe foreign coun- 
tries which promifed moft information, might 
have been fuppofed to have cxhaufted that 
fource of improvement, yet, on furveying fo 
large a tract of Europe as yet unvifited, he 
could not be fatisfied to remain unacquainted 
with the ufeful facls relative to his purpole, 
which might poihbly lie there concealed. And 
he was convinced, that every new vifit, even 
to places already examined, would afford new 
inftruction. 

It was therefore no furprife to thqfe who 
intimately knew him, to learn, that in the 
iummer of 1781 he was fet out on a tour to 
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the capitals of Denmark, Sweden, Rufila, and 
Poland, with the further intention of revifking' 
Holland and part of Germany. From this 
tour he returned towards the clofe of the 
year. I have before me a letter of his to a 
friend (the Rev. Mr. Smith, of Bedford, dat- 
ed Mofcow, September 7, 1781, whence it 
appears, that thefe parts of the world were 
lefs fuitable to his mode of living than the 
countries through which his former travels 
]ay. " I thought (fays he) I could live where 
any man did live ; but this northern journey, 
efpecially in Sweden, has pinched me : no fruit, 
no o-arden-ftufF, four bread, four milk: — but 
in this city I find every luxury, even pine- 
apples and potatoes." He mentions having 
declined every honour that was offered him at 
Peterfburgh, even that of a foldier to attend 
him on his journey ; and fays, that he will not 
leave Mofcow, till he has made repeated vifits 
to the prifons and hofpitals, fmce the firft man 
in the kingdom had allured him, that hispubli- 
cation would be tranflated into Ruffian. 

The year 1782 he was employed in another 
c ourplete lurvey of the prifons in England, and 

another journey into Scotland and Ireland 

The Iriih Houl'c ol Commons having appointed 
G 
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a gaol- committee, he reported to it the ftate of 
feveral of the prifons in Dublin. Other objetts 
in that Ifland alio engaged his attention, of 
which an account will be given hereafter. 

Spain and Portugal yet remained untouched 
ground. Confidering how much the fpirit of 
religious bigotry and civil defpotifm has thrown 
thefe countries back in the progrefs of modern 
improvement, much inftru&ion was not to be 
expected from them ; yet the very circum- 
ftance of their difference from the reft of Eu- 
rope made their fyftems of police an object of 
curiofiiy. He failed to Lifbon in February 
1783, and proceeded thence by land into Spain, 
patting from Badajos to Madrid, and through 
Valladolid, Burgos, and Pamplona, to France. 
From this laft country he returned through 
Flanders and Holland to England. Travelling 
in Spain is a fevere trial of patience to thofe 
who have been accuftomed to eafy conveyance 
and luxurious indulgences ; but Mr. Howard's 
wants were eafily fatisfied. "The Spaniards, 
/fays he, in a letter to the fame friend) are ve- 
ry fober, and very honeft ; and if a traveller 
canlivefparingly, and lie on the floor, he may 
pafs tolerably well through their country." 
From Lifbon to Madrid he could ieldom get 
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the luxury of milk with his tea ; but one morn- 
ing (he tells his friend) he robbed a kid of two 
cups of its mother's milk. He remained, how- 
ever, in perfect health and fpirits ; and receiv- 
ed that mark of attention which he mod of all 
valued, a free accefs to the prifons of all the 
cities he vilited, by means of letters to the ma. 
giftrates from Count Campomanee. 

After a fliort repofe on his return from this 
tour, he made another journey in the fummer 
of the fame year into Scotland and Ireland, 
and again vilited feveral nf the Englifh pri- 
fons. 

His materials had now once more accumulat- 
ed to fuch a mafs, as to demand communicati- 
on to the public. During the lafi: three years 
his labours had been even greater than in any 
former equal period ; yet it could not be ex- 
pected, that the matter absolutely new which 
he had collected mould be proportionally great. 
It was however, enough, to employ him very 
clofely during feveral months of the year 1784, 
in printing an Appendix, and a new edition of 
the main work, in which all the editions were 
comprifed. The Appendix contains all the 
matter of that of 1780, together with what 
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had fmce accrued. Of the latter I now pro- 
ceed to give fome account. 

Several new houfes of correction are def- 
cribed under the head of Holland, the coun- 
try which Mr- Howard ever found the mofl 
fertile fource of inftrucVion in this branch of 
police. The plan of the large new work. 
houfe of Amfterdam muft be well worth itu- 
dving, as aifording hints for the conftrucUon 
of penitentiary houfes. Germany has the ad. 
tiition of the prifons of Hanover and Bremen, 
a minute account of the great and well regu- 
lated work-houfe at Hamburg, and fhort no- 
tices concerning Silelia. Of the northern 
kingdoms which he now firft vifited, it may in 
general be obferved, that their models, as well 
with reipect to police, as to mode of living, 
have been Holland and Germany ; but their 
poverty, and the rigour of their climate, have 
made them degenerate in their imitations. In 
particular, they are extremely deficient in 
cleanlinefs and induftry. The new articles, 
therefore, of Denmark and Sweden, though 
valuable for the information they contain, yet 
afford little or nothing of inftruclion. The 
vau empire of Ruffia, lately emerged from ob. 
fcurity to take a commanding ftation in the 
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fyftein of Europe, and governed by uncontrol- 
ed power, at prefent directed by a fpirit of 
magnificent improvement, could not but offer 
in its institutions various things worthy of no- 
tice. Its police refpecting criminals, its pri* 
fons, hofpitals, and places of public education, 
are briefly mentioned by Mr. Howard ; but he 
has found little to propofe as an example for o- 
ther countries. The regulations of the great 
convent at Peterfburgh, for the education of 
female children of the nobility and common- 
ers, are given in detail, and afford fome falu- 
tary rules for the prefervation of the health of 
young perfons, and for promoting babits of 
cleanlinefs and temperance. The plan and 
defcription of a magazine for medicinal herbs 
at Mofcow, will be a pleating novelty to moffc 
readers. Mr. KoJj»ard had been anticipated 
in his furvey of the priions and hofpitals of the 
northern kingdoms, by that well-informed 
traveller, Mr. Coxe, who published a pamphlet 
on the fubject in 17^1, here referred to with 
commendation. The ihort head of Poland con • 
tains btrle but a teftimony to the neglected 
and wretched ftate of public inftitutions in that 
ill-governed country. Ail travellers have 
concurred in iimijar reprefentations of the 
whole fyfteia cf affairs, internal and external, 
G 2 
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in that unhappy feat of ariflocratical tyranny ; 
fo that it may be prefumed, their does not ex- 
ift fo determined an enemy of innovation as not 
to rejoice in the change of comTitution which 
has lately been effected there, by means of the 
filent and peaceable progrefs of light and rea- 
fon. 

There are various additional articles under 
Flanders, one of which relates to a great al- 
teration for the worfe in the houfe of correc- 
tion at Ghent. A once flouriihing manufacto- 
ry carried on in the prifon was at an end ; and 
the allowance of victuals to the prifoners was 
reduced in quantity and quality. In the ac- 
count of a very offenfive prifon at Lille, Mr. 
Howard expreflfes his grateful acknowledg- 
ments to Providence forfjfc recoveiy from a 
fever caught there of the lick. 

The account of Portugal is almoft confined 
to the prifons and hofpitals of Liibon ; the ftate 
of which, upon the whole does credit to the 
government. The employment of about a 
a thoufand vagrant and deferted children in 
a manufactory, is cue of the moft cbfervable 
circumftances. 
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Spain, which has been long diftinguilhed 
for its charitable eftablifhments, affords like- 
wife in its criminal police, many things deferv- 
ing of attention; though the fpirit of rigour 
and feverity is perhaps too apparent, amidit 
much laudable order and exa&nefs. The houfe 
of correction at Madrid, called San Fernando, 
may vie with fome of the befr. regulated inlli- 
tutions of this nature ; and the Hnfpicio, a 
kind of work-houfe, in which extenfive manu- 
factories are carried on, is a good example of 
the union of employment with confinement — 
The account of the charitable fociety of the 
Hermandad del Refugio, who patrole the 
ftreetsin the evening, for the purpofe of invit- 
ing deftitute wanderers to a comfortable {"up- 
per and night's lodging, will excite plealing 
fenfations in the bf^Rt of every lover, of hu- 
manity. Theprifons of the inquifnion, thofe 
objects of horror and deteftation to every Pro- 
tectant, and now, probably, to moft Catholics, 
excited oreat curiofity in Mr. Eoward, of 
which however, all hi? efforts could only pro- 
cure a partial gratification. Yet he has been 
able to communicate enough concerning thofe 
of Valladolid to form a ftriking picture of ter- 
ror. On the whole, the predilection he had 
long entertained for the Spaniih character, was 
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not dkninilhed by his vifit to the country ; nor 
does he feera to li3ve thought his pains in ex- 
tending his inquiries to it, ill bellowed. The 
additional notices in France, chiefly relate to 
the Paris horpitajs. It isneedlefs to dwell on 
theie, fmce a very accurate description of them 
has Since been given in a capital work by M. 
Tenon- 

To the account of foreign prifons and hofpi- 
tals, iucceeds a freJh furvey of the prifoners of 
war. 

The new journies to Scotland, now extend- 
ed as far as TnverneSs, afford little but cenfure 
for the neglect of the prifons in that country. 
Under Ireland ate introduced additional re- 
marks on the faults andjjiufes ftill obfervable 
in the prifons there. Notwithstanding a very 
Spirited exertion of the legislature to amend 
their Shite, by framing good acts for their re- 
gulation. But, " quid legfs Sine moribus, &c." 
The horrid effects of that cheap poiSon, whif- 
ky, upon the health and morals of the lower 
clafles in that country, are noticed by Mr. 
Howard with much indignant difguSt. Anew' 
object of attention occurred to him in the two 
laSt vilits to Ireland, — the Piotettant Charter 
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Schools, a noble foundation, but which he 
found funk into wretched abufe, notwitb- 
ftanding the patronage and fuperintendance of 
the firft perfons in that kingdom. Erroneous 
accounts of them, published by a committee, and 
authorized by being annexed to a printed ier- 
raon of a prelate in their favour, were detected 
by Mr. Howard on his vifits to fome of them p 
and are expofed with his ufual freedom. 

Further accounts of the Hulks follow. To 
the remarks on the gaol-fever, Mr. Howard 
adds the information, that in 1782 he did not 
Jind one perfon in this kingdom affected with 
that difeafe ; but that in 1783 he had the 
mortification to obferve feveral prifons, thro' 
original bad conftrudtion and neglect, relapfing 
to their former itate. So effential is a plan of 
conft3nt vigilance and inflection, to counteract 
the lamentable tendency to abufe in all public 
inftitutions ! This principle of corruption and 
decay in every thing human is fo inceffantly ac- 
tive, that, if not refilled by the timely efforts of 
reformation, all the contrivances of wifdom 
ao-ainft natural and moral evils, would, like the 

O 

dykes of Holland, perpetually fapped and worn 
by the force of the elements, fall into irremedl* 
able ruin. 



( 82 ) 

The remainder of this volume is taken up 
with a review of all the Englifh prifons, toge- 
ther with particulars of all the alterations 
which they had undergone fince the laft publi- 
cation. The reader will be gratified in find- 
ing, from the number of new prifons, and new 
buildings and conveniencies added to the eld, 
that the counties in general had by no means 
been deficient in liberal attention to this great 
objeel, lince it had been brought forward and 
aided by Mr. Howard's indefatigable exertions. 
At the conclufion, among the tables, is a fketch 
of general heads of regulations for penitentiary- 
houles, which will be highly ufeful in fuggeft- 
ing a complete body of rules and orders for 
f'uch eftablifhments, if ever they ihould again 
be thought of in this country. 

The printing of this copious Appendix, to- 
gether with a complete edition of his State of 
the Prifons, into which all the additions were 
incorporated, making a large and clofeiy print- 
ed quarto volume, occupied much of Mr. 
Howard's time in the year 1784. The re- 
mainder of that, and the greater part of the 
next year, dj not appear marked with his 
public fervices. They were, I believe, chief- 
ly employed in domeftic concerns, of which 
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the choice of a proper place of education fur 
his fori, now riling towards manhood, was one 
that moft intereited him. But the habitude of 
carrying on refearches into an object, which 
by long pofTeflion had acquired deep root in 
his mind, together with a new idea, collate- 
rally allied to it, which had ftruck him, at 
length impelled him once more to engage in 
the toils and perils of a foreign journey. 

He had obferved that, notwithftanding the 
regulations for preferving health in prifons 
and hofpitals, infectious difeafes continued oc- 
cafionally to arife and fpread in them : he had 
alfo in his travels remarked the "Teat folici- 
tude of feveral trading nations to prefer ve 
themfelves from that mofl deftruclive of all 
contagious diftempers, the Plague; and, at the 
fame time, he was well apprized of the rude 
and neglected ftate in which the police of our 
own country is left reflecting that object. 
Combining thefe ideas, he thought that a vifit 
to all the principal Lazarettos, and to coun- 
tries frequently attacked by the plague, might 
afford much information as to the means of 
preventing contagion in general, as jvell as 
particular instruction concerning eftablifhments 
for thepurpofeof guarding againft peitilential 
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infection. His intent, therefore, was nothing 
lefs, than to plunge into the midft of thofe 
dangers which by other men are fo anxioufly 
avoided ; tofearch out and confront the oreat 
foe of human life, for the fake of recognizing 
his features, and discovering the moff efficaci- 
ous barriers againft his affaults. Who but 
muft be ftruck with admiration of the firmnefs 
of courage, and the ardour of benevolence, 
which could prompt fuch a defign ! As a proof 
of his own idea of the hazards he was to en- 
counter, it may be mentioned, that he refolv- 
ed to travel (ingle and unattended j not think- 
ing it juftifiable to permit any of his fervants 
to partake of a danger to which they were not 
called by motives fimilar to his own- 

It was towards the end of 1785 that Mr. 
Howard fet out upon this tour, taking his way 
through Holland and Flanders, to the fouth 
of France. As, from the jealoufy and dif- 
pleafure of the French government, he was 
notable to obtain permiliion to vifit the efla- 
blimments there, or even to gain aflurance of 
perfonal fafety, he travelled thriugh tlic 
country as an Englifh phyfician, never tot! 
his meals in public, and entrufled his fecret 
only to the proteftant miniiters. In a letter 
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from Nice to the friend above-mentioned, 
dated January 30, 1 786, he acquaints him 
with thefe circum fiances, and fays, that he 
was five days at Marfeiiles and four at Toulon . 
and, as it was thought that he could not get 
out of France by land, he embarked in a Ge- 
noefe veiTel, and was feveral days ftriving a- 
gainft wind and tide. They who at preient 
conduct the government of France, I am per- 
fuaded, will blulh at the idea, that a Howard 
was obliged to conceal his name and purpofe 
while carrying on in their country inquiries 
which had no other aim than the good of man- 
kind i 

From Nice, Mr. Howard went to Genoa, 
Leghorn, and Naples, and to the iflands of 
Malta and Zante. He then failed to Smyrna, 
and thence to Conftantinople. I have been 
favored with a letter of his to Dr. Price from 
this metropolis, dated June 22, 1786, fome 
extracts from which I fliall prefent to the rea- 
der. 

" After viewing the effects of the earth- 
quake in Sicily, I arrived at Malta, where I 
repeatedly vifited the prifons, hofpitals, poor- 
houfes. and lazarettos, as I (laid three weeks. 
H 
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From thence I went to Zante : as they are all 
Greeks, I wWhed to have fome general idea of 
their hofpitals and prifons, before 1 went into 
Turkey. From thence, in a foreign ftiip, I 
got a paffage to Smyrna. Here I boldly vifited 
the hofpitals and prifons ; but as fome accidents 
happened, a few dying of the plague, feveral 
fhrunk at me. I came thence about a fort, 
night sgo. As I was in a miserable Turk's 
boat, I was lucky in a pafTage of fix days and a 
half. A family arrived juft before me, had 
been between two and three months. 

" I am forry to fay fome die of the plague 
about us; one is juft carried before my win- 
dow ; yet I vifit where none of my conductors 
will accompany me. In fome hofpitals, as in 
the lazarettos, and yefterday among the fick 
flaves, I have a conftant headach, but in about 
an biour after it always leaves me. Sir Ro- 
bert Ainflie is very kind ; but for the above 
and other reafons, I could not lodge in his 
houfe. I am at a phyiician's, and I keep fome 
of my viftts a fecret." 

Ke defined to proceed from Conftmtinople 
over land to Vienna ; but, having determined, 
upon reflection, to obtain by peribnal experi* 
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er.cc the iFullcft information of the mode ^.per- 
forming quarantine, he returned to Smyrna, 
where the plague then was, for the purpofecf 
going to Venice with" a foul bill, that would 
neceflarily fubject. hira to the utmoft rigor of 
the procefs. His voyage was tedious, and 
rendered ruzardcui by ec,irinoft : al ftorms ; and 
in the courfe of it he incurred a danger of 
another kind, the ihip in which lie was a paf- 
fsnrrer beimv attacked by a Tunilian coriair, 
v. hich, after a fmart fldrmifh, was beater. ciF 
by the execution done by a cannon loaded wish 
fpike nails and bits of iron, and pointed by Mr. 
Howard himfelf. It afterwards appeared to 
have been the intention of the captain to blow 
up his veffel, rather thai-, fubmit to be taken in- 
to perpetual flavery. It was not till the clofe 
cf 1786 that Mr. Howard left his difagreeable 
quarters in the lazaretto of Venice, in which 
his health and fpirits fufFered confklerably. 
Thence he went by Triefre to Vienna. In 
this capital he had the honor cf a private con- 
ference with the Emperor, which was conduct- 
ed with the utmoft eafe and condefcenfioh on 
the part of Jofeph II. and equal freedom on 
the part of the Englifhman. A relation cf 
thij intuitive {'-:z'\z in his own words, vs ill", I 
doubt no:, be agreeable to the reader : " The 
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Emperor defired to fee me, and I had the ho- 
nor of a private audience with him of ahove an 
hour and an half. He took me by the hand 
three times in converfation, and thanked me 
for the vifit. He afterwards told our Ambafla. 
dor, ' That his countryman fpoke well for pri- 
foners ; that he ufed no flowers, which others 
ever do, and mean nothing.' But his greateft 
favor to me was his immediate alterations for 
the relief of the prifoners*." That the late 
Emperor had an ardent zeal for improvement 
fl'f every kind, and a ftrong defire of promot- 
ing the profperity of his fubjects, will fcarcely 
be denied, even by thofe who are the fevereft 
cenfurers of the mode in which he conducted 
his plans, and his extreme mutability refpect- 
ing them. He will alfo be honored, for the 
readinefs with which he laid afide the etiquette 
of his rank, an every occaiion where it ob- 
fh'ucred him in the acquifition of knowledge, or 
the activity of exertion. Mr. Howard return- 
ed through Germany and Holland, and arriv- 
ed fafein England early in 1787. 

It was during this tour, and while he was in* 
fclitude occupying a cell of the Venice lazaret- 

* Letter to Mr, Smith. 
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to, that he received from England twq pieces 

of intelligence, both of which diMrefied and 
harralTed his mind, though the emotion they 
excited muft apparently have been very diffe- 
rent. One of thefe related to the melancholy 
derangement of mind into which his foil had 
fallen, and which, after various inftances of 
ftrange and unaccountable behaviour, termi- 
nated at length in decided infanity. They who 
c.innot believe that the mod benevolent of 
mankind could be altera and unnatural parent, 
wilifympathize in the anguiih he muit have felt 
on hearing (and in fuch a lituation too) of an 
event which blafted the dearelt hopes of com- 
fort and folace in his declining yearc. I, who 
have frequently heard him fpeak of this fon, 
with all the pride and affection of the kind fa- 
ther of an only child, cannot read without 
ftrong emotions, the expreffions he ufes in wri- 
ting to his friend ralative to this bitter calami- 
ty. When he concludes along letter upon va- 
rious topics, with the exclamation, " But, O ! 
my fon, my foil!" I feem to perceive the ef- 
forts of a manly mind, driving by the aid of 
its internal refources to difpel a gloomy phan- 
torn, which was yet ever recurring to his ima- 
gination- But in this emergency, as in all 
H 2 
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others, the confolations of religion were his 
chief refuge*. 

The other caufe of uneafmefs by which his 
mind was agitated, will, to many, appear a 
very extraordinary one ; fince it arofe from a 
teflimony of efteem and veneration in his coun- 
trymen, which might be imagined to afford 
balm for his wounded fpirit. During his ab- 
fence, a fcheme had been fet on foot to honor 
him in a manner almoft unprecedented in this 
age and country. Without attempting to trace 
it to its origin, it ma)' fuffice to fay, that, in a 
periodical work of extenfive circulation, the 
public were called upon to teftify their refpect 
for Mr. Howard by a lubfcription, for the pur- 



* To prove that Mr. Howard had kind and tender 
feelings for domeftic as xuell as for public occafwm, 
■vjill I hope, by moft per fans be deemed a fuperfluous fajk. 
For thofe who require fuch proof \ I copy the following 
parage from one of his letitrs to Mr. Smith. "My 
cldfervants, John Prole, Thomas ThomaJ on, and Jo. 
feph Crock ford, have had a fad time. I hear they have 
been faithful, wife, and prudent. Pleafe to thank 
them particularly in my name for their condutt. Two 
of ' thtm, 1 amperfnaded, have aited out of regard to 
llis excellent mother } — who, I rejoice* is dead," 
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pofe of erecting a ftatue, or lb me other mo- 
nument, to his honor. The authors of this 
f'cheme, though, doubtlefs, actuated by a pure 
and laudable admiration of illufrious virtue, 
yet muft have been totally unacquainted with 
Mr. Howard's difpofition ; otherwife they 
would never have thought of decorating a 
man, whofe characteristic feature had always 
been a folicitude to fhun all notice and diftincti- 
on, with one of the rnoft glaring and promi- 
nent marks of public applaufe, which might 
put to the blufh modefty of a much lefs deli- 
cate texture than his. The Englifh national 
character (if national character can be faid to 
belono- to fo heterogeneous a people) is by no- 
thing fo ftrongly marked, as by a coynefs and 
referve which fhrink from obfervation, and 
even to thofe who are acting for the public, 
render the gaze of the public eye painful. The 
love of glory, which is fo active a fentiment 
to fome of our neighbours, operates feebly 
upon us : many do not rife to it, and fome go 
beyond it. That " humble Allen," whole 
difpofition it was to f< do good by ftealth and 
blufh to find it fame," was a genuine Englifh 
philanthropise ; and fuch M'as Mr. Howard, 
rendered, perhaps, ftill more averfe to public 
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praife, by a Jeep fenfe of religious humi- 
lity. 

A fimliar want of acquaintance with Mr- 
Howard's defigns, caufed the propofers ot this 
plan to attribute to him an extravagance of 
philanthropy, which could not but appear r\. 
diculous to thofe whofe judgment was not daz- 
zled by the ardor of admiration. It was af. 
f'erted, among real topics of applaufe, that he 
was now gene abroad with the view of extir- 
pating the plague from Turkey ; an idea fcarce- 
]y fo rational, the character of that nation con- 
fidered, as would be that of a million to con- 
vert the Grand Seignior to Chriftianity. Mr- 
Howard meant, undoubtedly, to do all the 
good which ihould lie within his compafs in 
that, as in all ether countries which he vifited ; 
but he never was i'o romantic as to fuppofe that 
he couid effect that, which would manifefily 
require a total change in the religious and po- 
litical fyftem of a great empire, of all the leaf! 
difpoled to change. 

Theproject of a ffatue, however, was eager- 
ly adopted ; the fubfenption filled, and was 
adorned with the names of minifters, nobles, 
and perfons of diftinction : and a committee 
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was appointed to determine upon the beft mode 
of ful til ling its purpofe. The confidential 
friends of Mr. Howard were in a difagreeable 
dilemma ; for as, on the one hand, they could 
not but rejoice in the warmth of admiration 
which his country teftified for his character ; 
fo, on the other, they well knew that its man- 
ner of difplay could not fail to give him ex- 
treme pain, and if effected, probably banifh 
him forever. On this account, they did not 
concur in the fcheme, and fome of them ven- 
tured publicly to throw out objections to it. 
Some of its warm promoters, in reply, talked 
of forcing bis modefty, and feemed determined 
at all events to put in execution their favorite 
defign. In the mean while, Mr. Howard was 
informed of this honorable perfecuticn that 
was preparing againfl: him at home ; and the 
fenfations this intelligence occasioned in his 
breaft are fhewn in the following expreffions 
contained in a letter to the intimate friend who 
has already furnifhed me with various extracts. 
" Tohaften to the other very diftreffing af- 
fair : oh, why could not my friends, who know 
how much I deteft fuch parade, have (topped 
fuch a hafty meafure ! — As a private man, with 
fome peculiarities, I wifhed to retire into ob- 
fcurity and filence. — Indeed, my friend, I can- 
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not bear the thought of being thus dragged 
out. 1 immediately wrote, and hope fomeJ 
thing may be done to flop it. My bell friends 
mufl disapprove it. Ii deranges and confounds 
all my fchcrj.es — my exaltation is my fall, my 
misfortune*." The fame fentiments on this 
bullae fs are exprelTed with equal ftrength id 
his letters to Dr. Price. Among other thiugs 
he fays, " My trueft, intimate, and beft friends* 
have, I fee by the papers, been fo kind as nqj 
to fubferibe to what you fo juftly term a hafli 
meafure. Indeed, indeed, if nothing now caq 
be done, I fpeak from my heart, never po-st 
creature was more dragged out in public" 

That !h all this there was no affectation, 
clearly appeared from the letter he fent to the 
fuMcribers ; in which, after expressing his gra- 
titude, he difplayed fo determined a repug« 
nance againft admitting of the propofed honor, 
deprecating it as the fevereft of punifhnients, 

* He mention: iri the fame letter, as aproofhovt 
opbofite his wiffies vtftrt to monumental honors, thai 
before he fet out on this journey, he had given d.recL- 
011s, that in ctfe of his death, Lis funeral expench 
fliouldnot exceed ten pounds — that his tov 
plabijlip f marble placed . Hi dear Hejft 

rietta in tardington church, -cjith this . 
Toh.i Howard, died — *ged — My hope is in drift:. 
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that nothing could be urged in reply, and the 
bufmefs was dropped. Of the furn fubfcribed, 
amounting to upwards of 150c/. Mr- Howard 
refilled to direct the difpofal in any manner, 
and begged it might no longer be termed the 
Howard* an fund* A part of it was reclaimed 
Ly the fubfcribers, but a confiderable (hare re- 
mained in a ftock : and, bnce Mr. Howard's 
death, it has been refolv ed to employ it in con- 
ferring thofe honors on his memory which ha 
would not accept while living. This intention 
is in every refpeci ftriftly proper ; and, as the 
noble edifice of St. Paul's is at length deftined 
to receive national monuments, no commence- 
ment can be more aufpicious, than with a name 
which will ever ftand i'o diftinguifhed among 
thofe, 

Quifui memoret alios fucere merendo. 

To re fume the narrative of Mr. Howard's 
public life : — After his return in 1787, he tflok 
a fhort repofe, and then went over to Ireland, 
and villted moil of the county gaols and char- 
ter fchools, and came back by Scotland. In 
1788 he renewed his vifit to Ireland, and com- 
pleted his furvey of its gaols, hofpitals, and 
fchools. I (hall lay before the reader part of a 
letter to Dc< Price, dated from Dublin, March 
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23, of this year. " My journey into this coun- 
try was to make a report of the flate- of the 
charter fchools, which charity has been long 
neglected and abufed ; as indeed moft public 
inltitutions are made private emoluments, one 
flickering himfelf under the name of a bifhop, 
another under that of a lord ; and for electi- 
oneering intereft breaking down all barriers of 
honor and honefly. However, Parliament now 
feems determined to know how its grants have 
been employed. I have, fince my vilits to thefe 
fchools in 1782, been endeavouring to excite 
the attention of Parliament; and fomecircum- 
flances being in my favor, a good Lord Lieute- 
nant, a worthy Secretary (an old acquain- 
tance,) and the firfi Secretary of State, the 
Provofl, a fleady friend, I muft ftill purfue; 
fo I next week fet out for Connaught and other 
remote parts of this kingdom, which indeed 
are more barbarous than Ruffia- By my fre- 
quent journies my (trength is fomewhat abated, 
but not my courage or zeal in the caufe I am 
engaged in-" During thefe two years, he 
likewife repeated his examination of all the 
county gaols, moft of the Bridewells, and the 
infirmaries and hofpitals of England, and of 
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the hulks on the Thames, at Portfmouth and 
Plymouth*. 

The great variety of matter collected in 
thefe journiss was methodized and put to the 

* It was, I believe, during his a'ofence in fome of the 
tours of this period, that an incident happened which 
the reader, I hope, will think well worth relating. A 
very refpefiable-looking elderly gentleman on horfe- 
back, with a fey v ant, (I opt at the inn near eft, Mr. How- 
ard'' 'shottfe at Cardington, and entered into converfa- 
Hon with the landlord concerning him. He obferved 
that characters often appeared very zuell at a diftance, 
which could not bear clofe infpeClion ; he had therefore 
come to Mr. Howard's refidence in order to fatisfy him- 
felf concerning him. The gentleman then, accompa- 
nied by the innkeeper, went to the houfe, and looked 
through it, with the offices and gardens, which he 
found in perfeii order. He next enquired into Mr. 
Howard's character as a landlord, xvhicii was juflly- 
reprefented ; and fever al neat houfes which he had, 
built for his tenants were fhewn him. The gentleman- 
returned to his inn, declaring himfelf now fatisfied 
with the truth of all he had heard about Howard. 
This refp ec~l able ftr anger was no other than Lord Mow 
boddo ; and Mr. Howard was much flattered with ths 
vifit, and praifed h s Lordft hip's good fenfe in taking 
fuc/i a m- thod of coming at the truth, finXC he thought 

it wv th his trouble, 

I 
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prefs in 1789- It compotes a quarto volume, 
beautifully printed, and decorated with a num- 
ber of fine plates, which, as ufual, are preferr- 
ed to the public; and fo eager were the pur- 
chafers of books to partake of the donation, 
that all the copies were almoft immediately 
bought up. The title is, Jn account of the 
principal Lazarettos in Europe, with various pa- 
pers relative to the Plague ; together with fur- 
ther obfervations en Come foreign Prijons ani 
Hofpitals ; with additional remarks on the pre- 
Jentjlate of thofe in Great Britain and Ireland. 
Of this work I fhall proceed to give a brief 
^nalyfis. 

The firft faction relates to Lazarettos, be. 
ginning with that of Marfeilles, in which city 
the horrid ravages of the plague, within the 
prefent century, have left firong impreiTions 
of dread of that deftroyer of mankind- Thofe 
of Genoa, Leghorn, Malta, Zante, Venice, 
and Triefte follow ; the d. fcriptious of which 
are illuftrated by excellent views and plans*. 

* In one of his letters , Mr. Howard mention hav-. 
ing met with a young Frenchman going to the academy 
at Rome, who for a few fe quins thankfully worked un- 
der his eye, fo that he can atteji the accuracy of hit 
draughts, Several of the plates were engraved in Heh 
land. 
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Of the lazarettos of Venice a very particular 
account is given, comprifing the mode of re- 
ception which he himfelf experienced, the re- 
gulations of every kind, refpecling officers and 
their duty, vifitation of fhips, manner of per- 
forming quarantine, and the expurgation of 
goods of all claims, &c. AIL thefe appear to 
have been devifed with much judgment and 
prudence ; but Mr. Howard is obliged to give 
teftimony to various inftances of abufe and ne- 
glect, which greatly impair the utility of this 
institution, as well as of many others in that 
once celebrated and potent republic. 

Sect. II. contains propofed regulations, and 
a new plan for a lazaretto ; followed by ob- 
feryations on the importance of fuch an efta- 
bliibment in England. In thefe are introduc- 
ed two letters on the fubjecl to Mr. Howard; 
one, a long and argumentative one from the 
Englifh merchants reiiding at Smyrna ; the 
other, confirming their opin'on, from thole of 
Salonica. Thefe commercial papers appear 
worthy of the moft ferious attention; and in- 
deed it is wonderful that a nation which boafts 
of good fenl'e and knowledge, fnouid fo long 
have remained patient under a police refpecung 
this matter, which aniwers no effectual pur- 
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pofe of fecuriry, but Teems only calculated to 
difcourage commerce, and produce fees to per* 
fons in office, by the moft barefaced h:?pofi- 
tions*. 

Sett. III. confifts of papers relative to toe 
plague. They commence with a fet of an- 
swers, by diiFerent medical practitioners, to 
queries with which Mr. Howard wasfurnifhed 
by the late Dr. Jebb and myfelf. I mull ob- 
ferve, however, that all the queries do not ap. 
pear, fome of them having been mifapprehend- 
ed, or imperfectly anfwered, particularly fuch 
as related to the difcrimination of other fevers 
©f the typhus genus from the plague. Thefe 
replies will probably be thought to add little 
to the ftock of knowledge we poiTefTed refpect- 
ing thisdifeafe ; yet it is of fome importance, 
that the leading facts on which all modes of 
preservation mufl be founded, viz. that the 
plague is not kno Am to arife fpentaneoufly any 
where, but is always to be traced to contagi- 



* Such is the negligence and abfurdity refpettingtht 
regulations of the quarantine of per fins, that 1 have 
been ajfured, a naval officer has been called out of the 
Opera houfe, to go on board his flip and perform hi' 
quarantine. 
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on ; artd that the diftance to which its infection 
extends through the atmofphere is very fmall, 
are eftabhfhed in them by general agreement. 
The " Abftract of a curative and prefervative 
method to he obferved in Pefrileniial Contagi- 
ons/' communicated frum the Office of Health 
in "VJenice to the court of Ruffia ; and the 
" Abridged Relation of the Plagce of Spalato 
in Dalmatia, in 1784." both extracted from 
the Italian originals by myfelf, are the other 
papers in this feclion. In the latter, the medi- 
cal reader will be ffcruck with the equivocal na- 
ture of the fymptoms fuppofed to difcriminate 
this difeafs, and the very gradual progrefs 
from fufpkion to certainty as toitsprefence. 

Sect. IV. relates to foreign Prifons l: r.ncf 
Hofpitals. The employment of the gally-flaves 
in the arfenal of Toulon, is the moil obferva" 
ble circumftance relative to the fouth of France. 
Under Italy there is a pleafing account of the 
improvements at Florence, in confequence of 
the humane attention of the Giumd Duke 
Leopold, the prefenr Emperor. This prince, 
beades other inftances of liberal favor to Mr. 
Howard's inquiries, caufed a copy of his new 
code of laws to be prefented to him, of which, 

on his return, Mr. Howard had a tranflatian 
I 2 
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printed, and distributed among the heads of 
the law and other perfons, in and out of Par- 
liament. Of the Grand Duke Mr. Howard 
never fpoke without the warmeft exprcflions 
of gratitude and refpecl, calling him a glorious 
prince, and declaring that nothing could ex. 
eeed his attention to whatever might promote 
the happinefs and profperity of his people. It is 
earneftly to be wifhed, that the fame regard to 
the principles of iufiice and humanity may ac- 
company him in the very elevated Ration which 
is now aligned him by Providence. 

Malta, that celebrated feat of piracy, dig. 
nified by the fpirit of chivalry and devotion 
affords a new and curious article. Its great 
hofpital, -which boafts of lodging the Tick in a 
palace, and ferving them in plate, is here def- 
erred by one whofe penetrating eye could dif- 
tinguhh between parade and comfort; and it 
undergoes fomefevere cenfure. Mr. Howard 
vifited it before he delivered his letter of re- 
sommendation from Sir \V. Hamilton to the 
Grand Matter, as well as frequently after- 
•wards- 

The Turkifh dominions, whence all light, 
liberty, and public fpirit, are moft effectually 
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excluded, conld not be expected to yield in- 
ftruction in police to Europe. Yet debtors 
and felons are there confined in feparate pri- 
ibns, a refinement to which this country is not 
yet entirely arrived. The hofpitals in the great 
commercial city of Smyrna feem all tc belong to 
the Franks, Greeks, and Jews. Even at Con- 
stantinople the Turks have few hofpitals, and 
thofe in a wretched ftate. The hofpitals for 
lunatics there, are, indeed, examples of ad- 
mirable conftxuetion, but neglected in their 
management- Yet, a mid ft this dTfregard of 
the human fpecies, Mr. Howard found an 
afylum for cats. Such are the contradictions 
of man ! 

The inftitutions of Vienna mew that lingu- 
lar mixture of clemency and rigour, of care and 
neglect, that might be expected from the inde- 
cifive character of the fovereign. The perpe- 
tual confinement of criminals in dark, damp 
dungeons, as a fubftitute for capital punifn- 
ment, manifeftly appears to be as little an ad- 
vantage on the tide of lenity, as it is on that of 
public utility.- The much beaten ground of 
Holland (till aiFords new obfervations, particu- 
larly reflecting the legal procefs for debt, in 
ufe there. 
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Seel. V. relates to Scotland ; and what is 
new chiefly regards the charitable inftitutions 
of Edinburgh. As to the prif'ons there, Mr. 
Howard was obliged to remark to the Lord 
Provoti, "that the fpiendid improvements car- 
rying on in their places of entertainment, 
lireets, fquares, bridges, &c feemed to occu- 
py all tiie attention of the gentlemen in office, 
, to the toial neglect of this effential branch of 
the police." This weighty animadverfion de- 
ferves ferions notice, as a llrong confirmation 
of thole charges againll the f'pirit of luxury, 
which various modern philofophers have been 
fond of turning into ridicule. In fact, a fpirit 
•which increafes perfonal wants and indulgen- 
ces, and augments the diftance between the 
higher and lower orders oi lociety, cannot but 
interfere with the duties, as well of char'ty, 
as of jultice, which are owing to our fe'iow- 
creatures of every condition. The arts of lux- 
ury may promote knowledge, and this may fe- 
condarily be employed with advantage on ob- 
jects of general utility ; but it is not likely that 
the lame perfons whofe minds are occupied 
with fchemes of fplendor and elegant amufe- 
ment, mould beftow attention on the coarfe 
and difgufting offices annexed to the care of the 
poor and miferable. 
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The Subject of Sed>. VI. is the Irifh Pri- 
sons and Hofpitals. Mr. Howard ob Served a 
very liberal and humane fpirit with refpect to 
prifons, prevailing -among the gentlemen of 
that country, displayed in the ercaion of many 
new gaols, the plans of which, however, he 
could not approve. The evils occasioned by 
the ufe of ipiritous l.quors, particularly ap- 
parent in Ireland^ draw from him much com- 
plaint and cenfure. It is a mocking considera- 
tion that the intereSt of the revenue mould> 
in this matter, be fufFered to prevail over the 
good of the nation ; and nothing can deferve 
feverer aniraadvedion, than the conduct of 
thofe fervants of the public, the commifii on- 
ers of excife, who prefume to grant licences to 
tippling houfes in villages, contrary to the de- 
clared wifh and opinion of gentlemen who re- 
fide on the fpot, and are witnefles of their fa- 
tal confequences to the health and morals of 
the neighbourhood. This is indeed, reverf- 
ing the order of civil government, and ele- 
vating fubaltern interefts to ruling principles. 
All the hofpitals in Dublin are noticed by Mr. 
Howard, with remarks. He then proceeds to 
a Survey of all the county gaols and hofpitals in 
the kingdom. The county hofpitals are in 
fact national institutions, maintained in great 
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parr by the county rates and king's letter, and 
therefore are not fo exactly fuperintended as 
thofein England, which depend upon private 
fuhfcription for their fupport. The confe- 
quence of this is fhewn in the wretched (late 
in which the greater part of them were f ound; 
the abodes of filth, hunger, neglect, and eve- 
ry fpecies of abufe. Yet a fpirit of improve- 
ment was beginning to operate among them, 
to which this free ftatement of their defects 
would, doubdeis, much contribute. "• 

Sect- VII. is devoted to an account of the 
Charter- fchools in Ireland. The public de- 
tection of mifreprefentations and abufes in this 
great national objecl: had excited the attention 
of feveral of the leading men ; and Mr. How- 
ard had been delired today his obervations be- 
fore the committee of fifteen in Dublin, who 
have the fuperintendance of them. He alfo 
made a report of their (rate before the Irifa 
Houfe of Commons ; and, having entered hear- 
tily into the fubjecl, he relblvHd to give it a 
thorough investigation. He therefore extend- 
ed his vifits to the whole of them, in number 
thirty-eight, and to the four provincial nur- 
feries from which they are fupplied. The re- 
fult of his observations is here given, with- free 
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ccnfures of defects, and candid acknowledg- 
ments of improvement. He concludes the ac- 
count with lome genera! remarks on the inffi- 
tution, and fome hints for rendering it more 
ufeful ; and, after exprefling a wifh, that the 
benefits of education were more generally ex- 
tended over Ireland than they can be by thofe 
fchools, he difplays the enlarged liberality of his 
mind in the following fentence, which contains 
a maxim worthy of being written in letters of 
gold. " I hope I ihall not be thought, as a Pro- 
teftant diffenter, indifferent to the Proteflant 
caule, when Iexprefs my wifh, that thefediftinc- 
tioris(betweenjCatholic and Proteflant) were lefs 
regarded in beftowing the advantages of edu- 
cation ; and that the increafe of Proteftamifm 
were chiefly trufied to the dhTemination of 
knowledge and found morals." 

This fecYion is concluded, with an example 
ftrikingly illuftrative of the eafe with which 
education may be extended to the whole body 
of poor, affordejkby the truftees of the blue- 
coat-hofpital in Chefter, whofe report of their 
plan and its fuccefs is here copied: and alfo, 
Btavith the rules of the Quaker's-fchool at Ack- 
worth, excellently adapted to promote tha.t 
decent and regular deportment in youth which 
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Mr. Howard fo much admired*. Ireland has 
reafon to think hei^felf peculiarly indebted to 
him for his laborious investigations and free re- 
marks on her public, institutions. No country 
certainly wanted them more ; and none, I be- 
lieve, is better difpofed to'profit by them. She 
has not been ungrateful to her benefactor (that 
was never her character) for in no country 
is the memory of Mr. Howard more revered. 
During his journies there, feveral of the priu- 
cipal towns prefented him with their freedom; 
and the Univerfity of Dublin, with great Ji. 
berality, conferred on him the honorary de« 
gree of Doctor of Laws. Mr- Howard's aver- 
fion to all kinds of diftinction, and the natural 
diflike of changing his ufual defignation at an 
advanced age, prevented him from publicly af, 
fuming this refpectable title. 

Seel. VIII. relates to Englifh Prifons and 
Hofpitals. The prifons are all fpecified in the 
order of the former works, with fuch remarks 
as the alterations made injflfiem, and other 
circumstances, fuggefted. Many of the des- 
criptions of hofpitals are new, particularly an 
account of all the hofpitals for the tick in thel 
metropolis. It is probable that few institutions j 
of the kind in Europe are better conducted than ' 
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thefe ; yet there are defects, both general and 
particular, which Mv- Howard has briefly 
pointed out, and which claim the attention of 
thofe who are really interefted in the utility of 
thefe noble charities, and do not confider them 
merely as fubfervient to private emolument. 
In a note under the county gaol in Southwark, 
he mentions in ftrong terms of pity and indig- 
nation the Hate of fifty felons, fentenced for 
tranfportacion in the courfe of the preceding 
five years, and kept in the moft wretched con- 
dition till an opportunity fhould offer of put- 
ting their fentence in execution. This necef- 
fary delay of punifhment muft ever be a ftrong 
objection to the fcheme of diftant banilhment, 
and gives a decided preference, both in juftice 
and policy, to the plan of penitentiary houfes, 
fo thoughtielsiy abandoned for the Botany-bay 
fettleinent. The injuftice, indeed, of the in- 
termediate confinement, isleffenedby an adt of 
24th Geo. III. which directs, that all the 
time during which a convict mall have conti- 
nued in gaol under fentence of tranfportation, 
fliall be deducted out of the term of his tranf- 
portation. Still, however, fuch confinement 
is a different, and, in thefe circumliances, a 
much worfe, punifhment, than that to which 

they are fentenced. 

K 
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The county Bridewell at Reading occafions 
a note which deferves particular attention. 
Mr. Howard has been fuppofed the peculiar 
patron of folitary confinement, and his recom- 
mendation has caufed it to be adopted in vari- 
ous places, but to a degree beyond his intenti. 
ons. He well knew, from manifold obfervati. 
on, that human nature could not endure, for a 
long time, confinement in perfect folitude, 
without finking under the burden. He had 
feen the moft defperate and refractory in fo- 
reign countries tamed by it; he therefore pro- 
pofed in our own prifons a temporary treatment 
of thiskind, as the moft effectual, yet lenient, 
mode of fubduing the ferocity of our crimi- 
nals : but he never thought of its being made 
the fentence of offenders during the whole 
term of their iaiprifonment ; fuch being not 
only extreme and fcarcely juftifiable feverity, 
but inconfiftent with the defign of reclaiming 
them to habits of induftry by hard labour- He, 
indeed, univerfally approved of nocturnal fo- 
litude, as affording an opportunity for ferious 
reflection, and preventing thofe plans of mif- 
chief, and mutual encouragements to villainy, 
which are certain to take place among crimi- 
nals, when left to herd together without in- 
fpedion. 
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The employment of convidls in building a 
new county gaol at Oxford, with their gene- 
ral good beha/iour in it, affords an example 
of the poflibiJity and probable good effect of 
occupying them in ufeful labour at home. 

The fever wards of the Chefter infirmary 
are very properly noticed, as a fpirited ioftance 
of extending relief to perfons fuffering under 
a dangerous and infectious difeafe, and, by 
proper regulations, rendering the contagion 
harmlefs to others. I am perfuaded, that the 
plague itfelf, thus managed, might be prevent- 
ed from communicating itfelf even to thofe un- 
der the fame roof with it. Mr. Howard was 
happy to find in this city a character congenial 
with his own in the ardour of active benevo- 
lence, and diftinguifhed by various fuccefsful 
plans for the public good. To the medical 
reader, as well as to many others, it will be 
unneceffary to mention the name of Dr. Hay- 
garth. 

A particular account of all the hulks is given 
at the end of the Englifli gaols. The conditi- 
on of thefe floating Bridewells was improved 
m feveral refpefts fince Mr. Howard's former 
vifits ; but, if confidered in any other light 
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than as temporary places of confinement trll 
ome better plan is adopted, they are liable to 
many objections, which are here ftated. 

Remarks on Penitentiary Houfes follow. 
In thefe the writer fcates his ideas concerning 
their nature and object, gives the reafons which 
induced Dr. Fothergill and bimfelf to fix on 
the fituation of Iflington, and relates his re- 
fignaticn of the office of Super vifor, as former 
ly mentioned. The general heads of regula 
tions propofed for fuch houfes in the laft Ap 
pendix, are here reprinted ; and a plate is add 
ed explanatory of the plan of building he ap 
proves. It is on every account to be lamented, 
that Mr. Howard fhould not have had the fa- 
tisfaction of feeing one of his favourite defigns, 
the fubject of his moft laborious refearch and 
matureft reflection, carried into execution. 
The objection of expeuce was furely unworthy 
of a country like this, whofe profperity and 
refources are fo magnificently difplaved, when 
the provinces of Holland, petty ftatescf Ger- 
many, and cantons of Switzerland, have not 
been afraid of incurring it. Whether the pre- 
f erred fc heme of colonizing with convicts at 
the Antipodes, has the advantage of it in this 
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refpeft, the public are now pretty well able to 
determine. 

In the remarks on the gaol fever, repeated 
with a little variation from the hfl: publication, 
we are informed, that fince 1782, when the 
prifons of this kingdom were entirely free from 
this difeafe, feveral fatal and alarming inftances 
of it had occurred. Its appearance and fre- 
quency will probably much depend upon the 
epidemic conftitution of the year, as long as its 
occafional caufes continue to fubfift ; but that 
proper care and regulations in prifons might 
almofl entirely extirpate thefe caufes, there 
feems no reafon to doubt. - 

The conclufion expreffes the writer's fatis— 
facYion in that humane and liberal fpirit which 
has fo much alleviated the diftrefs of prifoner; ; 
but laments, that here its exertions fe^m to 
flop, and that little or nothing is done towards 
that moft important objecl, the reformation of 
offenders. From clofe obfervation he is con- 
vinced, that the vice of drunkennefs is the 
root of all the diforders of our prifons, and that 
fome effectual means to eradicate it are neceffa- 
ry, if we mean to preferve the health and 

amend the morals of prifoners. Mi'. How-a^d 
K % 
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therefore fubjoins, as his final legacy towards 
lhe improvement of this branch of police, the 
draught of a bill for the better regulation of 
gaols, and the prevention of drunkennefs and 
rioting in them. Of this, the leading claufts 
are framed for the purpofe of absolutely pro- 
hibiting the entrance of any liquor into a gaol 
except milk, whey, buttermilk, and water, un« 
lefs in cafe of ficknefs and medical prefcription* 
He was fully fenfible that, in this free living 
country, the denial of even fmall beer would 
be deemed a fpecies of cruelty ; and he doubt- 
ed not that it would go far to lefe him, in the 
popular eftimation, the title of the Prifoner's 
Friend.- but as attaining a popularity of that 
kind was not his original objeft, fo he could 
bear to forfeit it, while confeious of flill pur. 
fuing the real good of thofe unhappy people. 
.Being convinced from experience, that there 
was no medium in this matter, and that if ftronp 
liquors were at all admitted into prifons, no 
bounds could be fet to their ufe, hje thought it 
right to deny an indulgence to a few, for the 
fake of the effential advantage of the many. 
Debtors, then, while the fame place of con- 
finement ierve for them and felons, muff be 
fubjected to the fame reflraint?. And, to take 
.©fifths objection of the hard/hip this would im- 
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pofe upon innocent debtors, it was greatly his 
wifh, that fuch alterations fhoulJ take place in 
our law for debt, that none but fraudulent 
debtors fhould be liable to imprifonment, who, 
he juftly obferves, are really criminals. He 
fuppofes that the gentlemen of the faculty will 
condemn the total rejection of fermented li- 
quors from the diet of prifoners, under the no- 
tion of their being ufeful as antifeptics; and I 
confefs I was one who pleaded with him on 
this fubjetl : but he anfwered me witii argu- 
ments which he has here ftated, and they are 
worthy of coniideration. After all, many will 
fuppole, that in his feelings, both with refpect 
to thefe privations, and to his propofed indi- 
gencies of tea, and other vegetable articles, he 
was in fome meafure under the influence of his 
own peculiar habits of life ; fo natural is it for 
our judgment of particulars to be warped, when 
our general principles remain fixed and unal- 
tered. The draught of a bill will, Iprefume, 
appear in moft refpects excellent ; and the great 
purpofe of prefervingfobriety in gaols, cannot, 
furely, be too much infilled on. 

Mr. Howard's leading ideas on this fubjecl: 
were formed fome years before. In May 
1787; the Lord Chancellor, in an excellent 
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fpeech on apropofed Infolvent Bill, after dif. 
cuffing the point of impnfonment for debt, and 
the nature of fuch bills, proceeded to fome 
confiderations refpecYmg the management and 
difcipline of our pril'ons. He faid, " he had 
lately had the honor of a converfation upon 
the fubjecr., with a gentleman who was, of all 
others, the heft qualified to treat of it — he 
meant, Mr. Howard, whofe humanity, great as 
it was, was at lead equalled by his wifdom ; 
for a more judicious, or a more fenfible reafon- 
er upon the topic, he never had converfed with. 
His own ideas had been turned to folitary ini. 
prifonment and a ftrift regimen, as a punifh. 
inent for debt; and that notion had exactly 
correfponded with Mr. Howard's, who had 
agreed with him, that the great object ought 
to be, when it became neceffary to feclude a 
roan from fociety, and imprifon him for debt, 
to take care that he came out of prifon no 
worfe a man in pcint of health and morals than 
he went in." His Lord/hip afterwards recited 
a flory which Mr. Howard had told him, in 
proof of the corruption and licentioufnefs of 
our prifons. A Quaker, he faid, called upon 
h : m to go with him and vvitueis a fcene which, 
if he were to go fmgly, would, he feared, be 
too much for his feelings : it was, to viiit a. 
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friend in ciiftrefs — a perfon who had lately gone 
into the King's-bench prifon. When they ar- 
rived, they found the man half-drunk, playing 
at fives. Though greatly fliocked at the cir- 
cumftance, they aflced him to go with them to 
the coffee room, and take a glafs of wine. He 
refufed, faying he had drank fo much punch, 
that he could not drink wine — however, he 
would call upon them before they went 
away. Mr. Howard and his friend returned, 
with feelings very different from thofe with 
which they entered the place, but not lefs pain- 
ful. 

The volume concludes with feveral curious 
and valuable tables, which will probably be 
ufed for reference at future diftant periods. 
The enumeration of all the prifoners in Eng- 
land at his vifits in 1787 and 1788, fhews an 
alarming incrcafe, though in force meafure to 
be accounted for, from a long fufpenfion of 
the ufual tranfportation. They amount to 
f e ven thoufand four hundred and eighty- two. 

Mr- Howard remained but a fhort time at 
home after the printing of this work. In the 
conclusion of it he had declared his intention 
« again to quit his native country, for the pur- 
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pofe of revifttiftg Raffia, Turkey, and foms 
other countries, and extending; his tour in the 
ea/V T n he has aflignec! for this de- 

termination, is, " a feriov deliberate convic- 
tion that he was pui e path of his duty*" 
and it cannot be doubted, that this confident 
tidn was now, as it ever had been, his leading 
principle of action. But if it be allied, what 
was his more peculiar object in this new jour- 
ney, no decifive anfwer, I believe, can be given 
by thofe who enjoyed the rnoft of his confi- 
dence. I had various converfations with him 
oil the fubject ; and I found rather a wifh to- 
have objects of enquiry pointed out to him by 
others, thaa any fpecitic views prefent to his 
own mind. As, indeed, his purpofe was to ex- 
plore regions entirely new to him, and of which 
the police r« (pectin g his former objects was 
very imperfectly known to Europe (for the 
Turkifh dominions in Afia, Egypt, and the 
Barbary coaft, were in his plan of travels), he 
could not doubt that important fubjects for oh- 
fervation would offer themfelves unfought. 
With refpect to that part of his tour in which 
he was to go over ground he had already trod- 
den, T conceive that he expected to do good in 
that cenforial character, which his repeated 
publications, known and attended to all over 
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Europe, gave him a right to aiTume ; ana which 
he had before exercifed to the great relief of 
the inferable in various countries. Tf to thefe 
motives be added the long formed habitude of 
purfuing a certain track of enquiry, and an in- 
quietude of mind proceeding from domeftic 
misfortune, no caufe will be left to wonder 
at fo fpeedy a renewal of his toils and dan- 
gers. 

Ke had refolved to go this journey too, 
without an attendant ; and it was net till af- 
ter the moft urgent and affectionate entreaties, 
that his fervant obtained permifiion to accom- 
pany him. Before he fet out, he and his very 
intimat c and highly refpecled friend, Dr. Price, 
took a moft affectionate and pathetic leave of 
each other. From the age and infirmities of 
the one, and the hazards the other was going 
to encounter, it was the foreboding of each of 
them chat they mould never meet again in this 
world ; and their farewell correfponded with 
the fdemnity of fuch an occafion. The rea- 
der's mind will paufe upon the parting embrace 
of two fuch men ; and revere the mixture of 
cordial affection, tender regret, philofoohic 
firmnefs, and chriftian resignation, which their 
minds rauft have diiplayed. 
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It was in the beginning of July 1789 that 
he arrived in Holland. Thence he proceeded 
through the north of Germany, Pruflia, Cour- 
land, find Livonia, to St. Peterlburgh. From 
this capital he went to Mofcow. Some ex- 
tracts of a letter to Dr. Price dated from this 
city, September 22, 1789, will, I doubt not, 
be acceptable, as one of the latefr. records of his 
career of benevolence. 

" When I left England, I firft flopped at 
Amfterdam, and proceeded to Ofnaburgh, Ha. 
nover, Brunfwick, and Berlin ; then to Ko- 
nrrfoerg, Riga, and Peterfburgh ; at all which 
places I vifited the prifons andhofpitals, which 
were all flung open to me, and in fome, the 
burgomasters accompanied me into the dun- 
geons, as well as into the other rooms of con- 
finement. I arrived a few days ago in thi? city, 
and have begun my rounds. The hofpitals are 
in a fad ftate. Upwards of feven ty thoufand 
failors and recruits -died in them lafl year. I 
labour to convey the torch of philanthropy in- 

to thcfe diftant regions 1 am quite well— 

.the weather clear — the mornings fief] — ther- 
mometer 48, but fires not yex begun. I will) 
for a mild winter, and then flail n.cke fomBJ 
progrels in my European expedition. IV 
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dical acquaintance give me but little hope of 
efcaping the plague in Turkey. I do not look 
back, but would readily endure any hardfhips, 
and encounter any dangers, to be an honor to 
my Chriftian profefnon." 

From Mofcow he took his courfe to the very- 
extremity of European Ruffta, extended as it 
now is to the fhores of the Black- fea, where 
long dreary trails of defert are terminated by 
fome of thofe new eftablifhments, which have 
coft fuch immenfe profufion of blood and trea_ 
fure to two vaft empires, now become neigh- 
bors and perpetual foes. Here, at the diftance 
of 1,500 miles from his native land, he fell a 
vidim to difeafe, the ravages of which, among 
unpitied multitudes, he was exerting every 
effort to reftrain. Finis viu nobis lucluofus, 
dtnicis trifiisy extraneis etiam ignotifque nonfine 
cur a .' 

From the faithful and intelligent fervant who 
accompanied him (Mr. Thomas Thomafon), I 
have been favored with an account of various 
particulars relative to his laft illnefs, which I 
(hall g'-ve to the reader in the form in which I 
received, it. 

L 
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" The winter being far advanced on th« 
taking of Bender, the commander of the Ruffi. 
an army at that place gave permiffion to many 
of the officers to vifit their friends at Cherfon, 
as the fe verity of the feafon would not admit 
of a continuance of hoftilities againft the Turks* 
Cherfon, in confequence, became much crowd- 
ed ; and the inhabitants teftified their joy for 
the fuccefs of the Ruffians by balls and mafque- 
rades. Several of the officers, of the inhabi-. 
tants of Cherfon, and of the gentry in the 
neighbourhood, who attended thefe balls, were 
almoft immediately afterwards attacked with 
fevers ; and it was Mr. Howard's idea, that 
the infeclion had been brought by the officers 
from Bender. Amongft the number who caught 
this contagion was a young lady who refided 
about fixteen miles from Cherfon. When fhe 
had been ill fome little time, Mr- Howard was 
earneftly requested to vifit her. He faw her 
firfton Sunday, December 27. He vifited her 
again in the middle of the week, and a third 
time on the Sunday following, January 3. On 
that day he found her fweating very profufely ; 
and, being unwilling to check this by uncover- 
ing her arm, he palled his under the bed- 
clothes to feel her pulfe. While he was doing 
this, the effluvia from her body were very of-' 
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fenfive to him, and it was always his own opi- 
nion that he then caught the fever. She died 
on the following day. Mr. Howard was much 
affefted by her death, as he had flattered him- 
felf with hopes of her amendment. From Ja- 
nuary 3d to the 8th he fcarcely went out* ; 
but on that day he went to dine with Admiral 
MontgwinofF, who lived about a mile and a 
half from his lodgings. He ftaid later than 
ufual; and when he returned, found himfelf" 
unwell, and thought he had fomething of the 
gout flying about him. He immediately took 
fome Sal Volatile in a little tea, and thought 
himfelf better till three or four on Saturday 
morning, when feeling not fo well, he repeat- 
ed the Sal Volatile. He got up in the moria- 
ing and walked out : but, finding himfelf worfe, 
foon returned and took an emetic On the fol. 
lowino - night he had a violent attack of fever, 
when he had recourfe to his favorite remedy, 
James' powder, which he regularly took eve- 
ry two or four hours till Sunday the 17th. 
For though Prince Potemkin-fent his own phy. 
fician to him, immediately on being acquainted 

* There feems fome miflake here, as there is a full 
report in his memorandums , of a vi/it to the hofpitalsin 
Cherfon, dated January 6. 
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"with his illnefs, yet his own prefcriptions were 
never interfered with during this time. On 
the T2th he had a kind of fit, in which he iud* 
denly fell down, his face became black, his 
breathing difficult, and he remained infentible 
for half an hour. On the 17th he had another 
fimilar fit. On the 1 8th he was feized with 
hiccuping, which continued on the next day, 
when he took fome mufk draughts by direction 
of the phyfician. About feven o'clock on 
Wednefday morning, the 20th of January, he 
had another fit, and died in about an hour af. 
ter. He was perfectly fenfible during his ill- 
nefs, except in the fits, till within a very few 
hours of his death. This event he all along 
expe&ed to take place ; and he ofien faid, that 
he had no other wifh for life than as it gave 
him the means of relieving his fellow- ere* 
lures. 

During his illnefs he received a letter from 
a friend, who mentioned having lately leen his 
fon at Leicefler, and exprefTed his hopes that 
Mr. Howard would find him better on his re- 
turn to England. W hen this account was read 
to him, it affected him much. His expr.effioiM 
of pleafure were particularly ftrong, and he 
often defirfcd his fervant, if ever by the bleffinfl 
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of God, his fon was reftored, to tell him how 
much he prayed for his happinefs. He made a 
will* on the Thurfday before he died ; and 
was buried, at his own requeft, at the villa of 
M. Dauphine, about eight miles from Cherfon, 
where a monument is eretted over his grave. 
He made the obfervation, that he fhould here 
be at the fame diflance from Heaven, as if 
brought back to England. While in Cherfon, 
he faw the accounts of the demolition of the 
Baflille, which feemed to afford him a very 
particular pleafure ; and he thought itpollible, 
the account he had himfelf publilhed of it 5 
might have contributed to this event*" 

On this relation, the general exaclnefs of 
which may, I doubt not, be fully-relied on, I 
fhall only make a medical remark or two. Not- 
withflanding Mr. Howard's convidtion of hav- 
ing caught the contagion from the young lady, 
I think the diflance > of time between his lafl 
vifit to her r.nd his own feizure, makes the fa<5£ 
dubious* . Contagion thus fenubly received,, 
ufualiy, I believe, operates in a lefs period than 



■* Tin's mufl probably have been only form diretfio&t 
tahii executors f as his will if dated in 1737,. 

La 
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five clays*. Perhaps his vifir to the hcfpitals 
on the 6th, or his late return from the Admi- 
ral's on the 8th, in a cold feafon and un- 
wholefome climate, will better account lor it. 
The nature of his complaint is not very clear, 
for it is very uncommon for the fenles to re. 
main entire till the laft, in a fever of the low 
or putrid kind ; nor are fits, refembling epi. 
leptic attacks, among the ui'ual fymptoms of 
f..ch a difeafe. That a wandering gout might 
make part of his indifpofition, is not very im. 
probable, as it was a dii order to which he was 
coniluutionally liable, though his mode of liv- 
ing prevented any fevere pai oxyfms of it. At 
any rate, his difeafe^Was certainly attended 
with debility of the vital powers, and therefore 
the long and frequent ufe of James' powders 
muff have been prejudicial. And I think it 
highly probable, that Mr. Howard's name may 
be added to the numerous lift of thofe, whole 
lives have been facrinced to the empirical ule 
of a medicine of great activity, and therefore: 
capable of doing much harm as well as good. 



* According to Dr. jHfid] its ejfetts , Jhivering and 

fick,i'fs , ai e inj'.antaneous. St\' Dijjt rt, en Fezers and.. 
JufciiioiU- Chap.W.fett, 1, 
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It was Mr. Howard's written requeft, that 
his papers Ihould be corrected and fitted for 
publication by Dr. Price and myfelf. The de- 
clining ftate of health of Dr. Price*, has 

* Whilft I am engaged in this work, Dr. Price ha s 
followed his friend to the gra~e. A charailer fo illu- 
firiouswill, doubtlefs, have all jujlice done it by feme 
pen qualified to difplay its various merits. May I be 
permitted, however, to take this occafion of mingling 
my regrets xviththofe of his other friends and admirers, 
and offering a f mall tribute to the memory of one of the 
tnofl excellent of men ! Though during life the advanc- 
ed ftation he occupied in political controverfy rendered 
his name as obnoxious tofome, as it was cluriflied and 
revered by others, yet noiv he is gone to that place 
where all worldly differences are at an end, it may be 
hoped, that the liberal of all denominations will con- 
cur, in refpeciing alongcourfeofyearsfpent in the 
unremitted application of eminent abilities and.ac- 1 
quirements, to the promotion of what he regarded as 
the greatefl good of his feliow-cr.atures. A character 
in which were combined fimplicicy of heart, with depth 
of u-?d. rjlanding, — ardent love of truth, with true 
Chriflian charity and humility ; — high zeal for the 
public intenfs, with perfeti freedom from all private 
views; cannot be ultimately injured by the pctulence 
cfwit, or the invectives of eloqu nee. Dr. Pi ice's re- 
putation as a moralift, philofopher, and politician) 
jnayfafely be committed to impartial pofienty.* 
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eaufed the bufinefs to devolve folely on me, 
and I have executed it to the beft of my pow- 
cr. Little was requifiue to be done to the 
greateft part, which he had himfelf copied out 
fair. The reft was with fotne difficulty to be 
compiled out of detached and broken memo- 
randums ; but in thefe his own words are as 
much as poffible preferved. Of this Supple. 
ment I mall give a general account, as I hav« 
done of the former parts of his works. 

The order and regularity of Holland ftill 
afford ufeful defcriptions, and fome of the a. 
bufes which even there had crept in, feem to 
have been corrected fince Mr. Howard's vifits. 
The friend to humanity has yet, however, to 
lament the continued ufe of the torture there, 
to force confeflion. The (late of the prifonsin 
Ofnaburgh, Hanover, and Brunfwick, is again 
dwelt upon with fome minute nefs, obvioufly 
becaufe the writer thought there was fome 
probability of his attracting, in a more peculiar 
manner, the notice of thofe who have the 
power of remedying their defecls» Who will 
not fympathize with him in the difappointment 
he exprefles in this inftance, and bewail the 
ftrange fatality by which the utmoft barbarity 
©f tl.« torture is retained in the dominions of at 
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mild and enlightened Sovereign, whofe inter- 
pofitions could not but be efficacious in funpref- 
fing it ! 

At Berlin and Spandau the inftitutions ap- 
pear to prefcrve the good order in which they 
were left by the Great Frederic. Konigfberg 
feems to fhew the neglect incident to places dif- 
tant from the feat of government. In a note 
under this place, Mr. Howard makes an ac. 
knowledgmenc of the attention with which his 
remarks have been honored in various foreign, 
countries, and properly adduces it as a realon 
for his adoption of that cenforial manner of 
noting abuies, which, in his later jcurnies, he 
has not fcrupled freely to employ. 

At St. Peterfburgh he had the pleafure to 
obferve i'everal improvements in the hofpitals, 

probably in great part owing to his own fug. 
geftions. Under Cronfladt he finds occafion, 
however, to animadvert upon sn alteration in 
the plan of diet, generally adopted throughout 
the marine and military hofpitals of liullia, 
which, in his opinion, is highly prejudicial. 
This alteration confiffcs in changing milk, and 
various other articles, conftituting the ufual li- 
quid and middle diet of the £ick, for the ftrong- 
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er and lefs digeftible food of men in health. 
The prifons at Mofcow feem greatly negled- 
ed by thofe whofe office it is to fuperintend 
them ; but the charity difplayed by individuals 
towards the poor wretches confined in them, 
gave Mr. Howard a favorable idea of the hu- 
mane difpolition of the nation, confirmed by 
what he faw of their manners in his travels. 

He now haftened to thofe fcenes, where a 
deftructive war, co-operating with an unwhole- 
fome climate, produced fuch evils, aggravated 
by neglect and inhumanity, that they gave him 
no other occupation than to lament and com- 
plain. After all the allowances that candor 
demands, for inevitable wants and hardlhips in 
the diftant pofts of a newly pofTefTed country, 
and during the heighth of widely extended mi- 
litary operations, the Ruffian commanders can- 
not be vindicated from an inattention to the 
lives and comforts of their foldiers, greater, as 
Mr. Howard obferves, than he had feen in any 
other country. Ignorance, abufe, mifmanage- 
ment, and deficiency, feem at their very fum- 
mit in the military hofpitals of Chcrfon, Wi- 
towka, and St. Nicholas. The lively pictures 
he has drawn of the diftreffes he here witnefTed, 
and his pathetic defcription of the fufferings of 
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the poor recruits, marched from their diftant 
homes to thefe melancholy regions, mud awa- 
ken in every feeling breaft a warm indignation 
againft the fchemes of ambitious deipotiim, 
however varnifhed over with the coloring of 
glory, or even of national utility. No leffon 
ought to be more forcibly imprefTed on man- 
kind, than, that uncontroled power in one or 
few, notwithstanding it may occasionally be 
exercifed in fplendid and even beneficent de- 
figns, is on the whole abfolutely inconfiftent 
with the happinefs of a people*. The Em. 
prefs of Ruffia's unjuft feizure of Lefler and 
Crim Tartary, has been the caufe of miferies 
not to be calculated, to her own fubjecls and 
thofe of Turkey, and has endangered the tran- 
quility of all Europe. 

I fliall conclude this review of the works 
and public fervices of Mr. Howard with brief 
annals of his more than Herculean labors, du- 
ring the lafi: feventeen years of his life. 



* Scilicet ut Turjfo contingat regia conjunx 
Nos, anima Tiles, inhumata infletaque turbn, 
$tern.i7?iur campis. JEn.xi. 
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l 773- High-flieriff of Bedfordfhire. Vifit. 
ed many county and town gaols. 

1774. Completed his furvey of Englifh 
gaols. Stood candidate to reprelent 
the town of Bedford. 

1775. Travelled to Scotland, Ireland, 
France, Holland, Flanders and Ger- 
many. 

1776. Ftepeated his vifit to the above coun- 
tries, and to Switzerland. During 
thefc two years revifited all the Eng- 
liih gaols. 

1777. Printed his Mate of prifons. 

1778. Travelled through Holland, Flanders, 
Germany, Italy, Switzerland, and 
part of France. 

1779. Revifited all the counties of England 
and Wales-, and travelled into Scot* 
land and Ireland. Acted as Supervi* 
for of the Penitentiary Houfes. 

1780. Printed his firft Apendix* 
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17 81. Travelled into Denmark, Sweden, 
Ruflia, Poland, Germany, and Hol- 
land. 

1782. Again furveyed all the Englifh pri- 
f'ons, and went into Scotland and Ire- 
land. 

1783. Vififed Portugal, Spain, France, 
Flanders and Holland : alio, Scotland 
and Ireland ; and viewed fevcral 
Englifh prifons. 

1784. Printed the fecond Appendix, and a 
new edition of his whole works. 



17*5 

1786. <{ 

1787. j 



From the clofe of the firft of thefe 
years, to the beginning of the laft, 
on his tour through Holland, 
France, Italy, Malta, Turkey and 
Germany. Afterwards went to 
I Scotland and Ireland. 



1788. Revifited Ireland; and during this 
and the former year, travelled over 
all England. 

M 
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1789. Printed his work on Lazarettos, &c 
Travelled through Holland, Germa- 
ny, Prtnlia, and Livcnia, to Ruffia 
and LelTer Tarrary. 

1790- January 20. Died at Chorion. 



Having thus traced the footfteps of this great 
philanthropic from the cradle to the grave, and 
followed them with ciofe inflection in that part 
of his courfe which comprehends his more 
public life, it only remains, to affemble thofe 
features of character which have been display- 
ed in his aclions, and to form them in conjunc- 
tion with fuch minuter flrokes as fludious ob- 
servation may have enabled me to draw, into a 
faithful portraiture of the man- 

The firft thing that ftruck an obferver on 
acquaintance with Mr- Howard, was a {ramp 
of extraordinary vigour and energy on all his 
movements and exprefiions. An eye lively and 
penetrating, ftrong and prominant features, 
quick gait, and animated geftures, gave pro- 
mife of ardor in forming, and vivacity in exe- 
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cuting his defigcb*. At no time of his life, I 
believe, was he without Come object of warm 
pnrfuit; and in every thing he purfued, he was 
indefatigable in aiming at perfection. Give him 
a hint of any thing he had left fhort, or any 
new acquisition to be made, and while you 
unght iuppoie he was .deliberating about it, you 
were furpnfed with finding it was dene. Not 
Caefar hitnlelf could better exemplify the po- 
et's 

Nil adfaim credens, dam quid fupereffet agejidum. 
I remember that, having accidently remark- 
ed to him tint amongft the Loudon prii'ons he 

* Mr. Howard Jiadfo much contempt for worldly 
honors that he would never fit to any painter whatever! 
and this has given rife to an opinion that there is no 
correct likenefs. of him. In this refpe/i, howeiie% tfa 
public feent to be under a mijlake. An ingenious and 
refpeftable artifl, Mr. T. Hoiloway, vfhofe talents are 
jujUy admit ed, had often an opportunity of being in 
company with Mr. Howard in a public place 7 where 
afketch of hit feature's might be foleh. The tempta- 
tion zuas too great to be retifled. An accurate Jkstch 
was made, and an engraving, executed from it, ac- 
c omp an' es this life, and will .afford a very jufi idea f 
the features of t 'is great and good itian. 

The American Editor can ajfure the public, th.it', 
the original Jketch alluded to above, is now in the pof- 
felfion of Mr, Caleb Lownes cf tin's city. 
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had omitted the Tower, he was fo ftruck with 
the deficiency (though of trifling confequence, 
fince confinement there is fo rare), that at his 
very firft leifuie. he ran to London, and fuppli- 
ed it. Nor was it only during a fhort period 
of ardour that his exertions were thus awaken- 
ed, lie had the ftill rarer quality of being 
able, for any length of time,, to bend ail the 
powers and faculties of his mind to one point, 
unfeduced by every allurement which curiofity 
or any other affection might throw in his way, 
and unfufceptible of that fatiety and difguJt 
which are fo apt to fteal upon a protracted pur- 
fuit. Though by his early travels he had 
ihewn hiinfelf not indifferent to thofe objects of 
tafte and information which fir ike the cultiva- 
ted mind in a foreign country, yet in the tours 
exprefsly made for the purpofe of examining 
prifons and hofpitals. he appears to have hud 
eyes and ears for nothing ell'e: at leaft he fuf- 
fered no other object to detain him or draw hiin 
afide*. Impreffed with the idea of the impor- 
tance of his deGgns, and the uncertainty of hu. 
man life, he was impatient to get as much done 

* tie Mention :d being once ptf trailed upon in Italy 
and heat fome extraordinary fine mujic ; but, 
- his thoughts too much occupied by it, he would 
r ,\..at the indulgence. 
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as poflible within the allotted limits. And in 
this difpofitioa conlifted that enthufiafm by 
which the public fuppofed hiru actuated; for 
otherwife, his cool and fteady temper gave no 
idea of the character ufually Jiftinguiihcd by 
that appellation. He followed his plans, indeed, 
with wonderful vigour and conftancy, but by 
no means with that heat and eagernefs, that in- 
flamed and exalted imagination, which de" 
note the enthufiaft. Hence, he was not liable 
to catch at partial representations, to view 
facts through fallacious mediums, and to fall 
into thofe miftakes which are fo frequent in 
the refearches of the man of fancy and' warm 
feeling. Some perfons, who only knew him 
by his extraordinary actions, were ready e- 
nough to beftow upon him that (neer of con- 
tempt, which men of cold hearts and lelfifh. 
difpofit'ons are fo apt to apply to whatever has 
the fhew of high fenlibiliiy. While others, 
who had a (light acquaintance with him, and 
faw occalional features of phlegm, and perhaps 
hadhnefs, were difpofed to queftionhis feeling 
altogether, and to attribute his exertions ei- 
ther merely to a ienle of duty, or to habit 
and humour. But both thefe were erroneous 
concluQons. He felt as a man Ihould feel ; but 
not fo as to miflead him. either in the estimate 
Ma, 



C '38 ) 

he formed of objects of utility, or in his rea. 
fonings concerning tiie means by which they 
were to be brought into effect. The reforms- 
tion of abufes, and the relief of mifery, were 
the two great purpofes which he kept in view 
in all his undertakings; and T have equally 
feen the tear of fentibility flart into his eyes 
on recalling foine of the difirefsful f'cenes to 
which he had been witnefs, and the fpirit cf 
indignation flam from them on relating inftan- 
ces of bafenefs and opprefTion. Still, however, 
hisconftancy of mind and l'elf- collection never 
deferred him- He was never agitated, never 
ofF his guard; and the unfpeakable advanta- 
ges of fuch a temper in the fcenes in which he 
was engaged, need not be dweit upon. 

His whole courfe of aftion was fuch a trial 
of intrepidity and fortitude, that it may feem 
altogether fuperfluous to fpeak of his poffeflion 
of thefe qualities. He had them, indeec?, both 
from nature and principle. His nerves were 
firm ; and his conviction of marching in the 
path of duty made him fearlefs of confequen- 
ces. Nor was it only on great occafions that 
this ftrength of mind was fhown. It railed 
him above falfe fhame, and that awe which 
makes a coward of many a brave man in the 
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prefence of a faperior. No one ever Iefs 
" feared the face of man," than lie- No one 
hfcfitated Ms in fpeaking bold truths, or a- 
vowing obnoxious opinions. His courage was 
equally paffive and active. He was prepared 
to make every facrifice that a regard to Uriel 
veracity, or rigorous duty, could enjoin; and 
it cannot be doubted, that, had he lived in an 
ao-e when aiTerrinc his civil and religious rights 
would have fubjecled him to martyrdom, not a 
more willing martyr would ever have alcend,- 
cd the fcaffold, or embraced the flake. 

The refolute temper of Mr. Howard dis- 
played itfelf in a certain peremptorinefs, which, 
when he had once determined, rendered him 
unyielding to perfuaiion or difLufion, and urg- 
ed him on to the accompli fitment of his pur- 
pofe, regardlefs of obftacles. He expected 
prompt obedience in thofe from whom he had 
a right to require it, and was not a man to be 
treated with negligence and inattention. He 
was, however, extremely confiderate, and fuf- 
ficientlv indulgent to human frailties ; and a 
good- will to pleafe him could fcarcely fail of 
its effect. That his commands were reasona- 
ble, and his expectations moderate, may be in- 
ferred from the long continuance of moll of 
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his fervants with him, and his fteady attach, 
ment i-o many of thofe whom he employed. 
His means of enforcing compliance were chiefly 
rewards ; and the withholding them was his 
method of mowing dif'pleafure*. 

* The following charaHerif.ic anecdote was com. 
manic at cd to me by a gentleman who travelled in a 
chafe with him from Lancajhire to London in HTJ. 
Mr. Ho-.avd obferved, that he had found few thing^ 
more difficult to manage than pofl-chaife drivers, who 
would feldcm comply with his wiflies of going flow or 
fa/f, till he adopted the following method. At the end 
of afiage, when the driver had been perverfe, he de- 
'fired the landlord to fend for fome poor induflrious wi- 
dow, or other proper objeS of cliaiity, and to intro- 
duce fuch pe i Jon and the driver together. H. th. n paid 
the latter his fare, and told him, that as he had not 
thought proper to atte?id to his repeated requefls as to 
the manner of being driven, he fliould not make him 
any prefent; but, to Jliovj him that he did not withhold 
it. but of a principle of parfmony, he would gke the 
poor perfon prefent double the fum tifually given tu a 
pofillion. This he did, and dijmijfed the parties. He 
had not long praQifed this mode, he jaid, before he 
experienced the good effefts if it on all the reads where 
he xvas known. 

A more extrao) dinaryinfance of his deter -mined J pi- 
nt has been related to me. Travelling once ui the king 
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The fpirit of independence by which he was 
ever diftinguifhed, had in him the only founda- 
tion to be relied on, moderate defires. Per- 
fectly contented with the competence which 
Providence had beftowed on him, he never 
had a thought of increaling it ; and even when 
in a fituation to expect a family, he made it a 
rule with himfelf to Jay up no part of his an- 
nual income, but to expend in fome ufeful or 
benevolent fcheme the iuperfluity of the year. 



•f Prujjia , s dominions, he came to a very narrow 
piece of road, admitting only one carriage, where it 
■was enjoined 0:1 all poflillions entering at each end, ta 
blow their horns by way of notice. His did fo ; but, 
after proceeding a good zvay, they met a courier tra- 
velling on the king's bufinefs, who had neglecled this 
precaution. The courier ordered Mr. Howard y s poflil- 
liou to turnback; but Mr. Howard rc7nonfIrated, that 
he had complied with the rule, while the other had vio- 
lated it ; and therefore that he JJiould infifl ongoing 
forwards. The courier, rely'ng on an authority, to 
which, in that country, every thing mujl give way, 
made ufe of high words, but in vain. As neither was 
difpojed to yield, they fat fii 11 a long time in their ref- 
pettive carriages : at length the courier gave up the 
point to the jlurly Englijh nan, who would on no ac- 
count renounce his rights. 
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Left this mould be converted into a charge of 
careleflnefs in providing for his own, it may be 
proper to mention, that he had the beft- 
grounded expectations, that any, children he 
might have, would largely partake of the wealth 
of their relations. Thus he preferred his 
heart from that contamination, which (taking 
in the whole of life) is perhaps the difeafe tncft 
frequently attendant on a ftate of profperity, — 
the luft of growing rich ; a pailion, which is too 
often found tofwailowup liberality, public fpi-. 
rit, and, at laft, that independency, which it is 
the belt ufe of wealth to fecure. By this tem- 
per of mind he was elevated to an immeafur- 
able diftance above every thing mean and for- 
did ; and in all his tranfactions he difplayed a 
fpirit of honor and generoiky, that might be- 
come the <f blood of the Howards" when flow- 
ing in itsnoblefl channels. 

Had Mr. Howard been lefs provided with 
the goods of fortune, his independency would 
have found a refource in the fewnefs of his 
wants; and it was an inestimable advantage 
which he brought to his great work, an ad.- 
vantage perhaps more uncommon in this coun- 
try than any of thofe already mentioned, that 
he pollened a command over all corporeal an- 
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petttesand habitudes, not lefs perfect than that 
of any ancient philosopher, or modern afcetic* 
The Uriel; regimen of diet which he had adopt- 
ed early in life from motives of health, he af- 
terwards perfevered in through choice, and 
even extended its rigour, fo as to reject all 
thole indulgences which even the mefltempe- 
rate confider as necefTary for the prefervauon 
of their ftrerrgth and vigor. Animal foods, 
and fermented and fpintuous drinks, he Utter- 
ly difcarded from his diet. Water and the 
plaineft vegetables fufficed him. Milk, tea, 
butter, and fruit, were his luxuries ; and he 
was equally fparing in the quantity of food, 
and indifferent as to the dated times of taking 
it. Thus he found his wants fupplied in al- 
mo(l every place where man exified, and was 
as well provided in the pofadas of Spain and 
caravanferas of Turkey, as in the inns and 
hotels of England and France. Water was 
one of his principal necefTaries, for he was a 
very Muflelman in his ablutions; and if nicety 
or delicacy had place with him in any refpect* 
it was in the perfect cleanlinefs of his whole 
p'erfon. He was equally tolerant of heat, cold, 
and all the vicifiitudes of climate ; and, what 
is more wonderful, not even fleep feemed ne- 
celTary to him, at leaftat thofe returns and in 



( M4 ) 

thofe proportions in which mankind in genera 1 
expect it. How well he was capable of endur- 
ing fatigue, the amazing journies he took by 
all modes of conveyance, without any inter- 
vals of what might be called repofe (fince his 
only baiting places were his proper fcenes of 
action), abundantly teftify. In fhort no hu- 
man body was probably ever more perfectly 
the fervant of the mind by which it was attu. 
ated ; and all the efforts of the ftrongeft confti- 
tution, not inured to habits of ielf.denial, and 
moral as well as corporeal exercife, would have 
been unequal to his exertions*. 

With refpecl: to the character of his under- 
fhnding, that, too, was as happily adapted 
to the great bufmeis in which ne engaged. 

* The following account of his mode of travelling, 
communicated to me by a gentleman in Dublin, 
who had much free converfation with him, and th e 
fubflance of which I well recoiled to have heard 
from himflf, will, I doubt not, prove interefihig. 
" When he travelled in England or Ireland, it was 
generally on horfback, and he rode about forty 
Englifli miles a day. He was never at a lofs for 
an inn. When in Ireland, or the Highlands of Scot, 
land, he ujid to /lop at one of the poor cabins that 
flick up a rag by way of flgn, and get a little milk. 
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He had not, hi a high degree, that extenfive 
comprehenfion, that faculty of generalizing, 
which is laid to diftinguilh the man of genius, 
but which, without a previous collection of 
authentic materials, is ever apt to lead into er- 
roneous (peculations. He was rather a man of 



Wacn he came to the town he it/as to Jleep at, he i 1 ?-- 
fpoke a fupper , with wine and beer, like another tra- 
veller, but made hi, man attend him, and take it away, 
whilft he was preparing his bread and milk. He al- 
ways paid the waiters, pojlillions, &c. liberally, be- 
caufe he would have no difcontent or difpute, nor fuf- 
fer hisfpirits to be agitated for Juch a matter ; faying, 
that in a journey that might coft three or four hundred 
pounds, fifteen or twenty pounds addition was not 
worth thinking about. When he travelled on the con- 
tinent, he ufitally wait po/l in his own chaife, which 
was a German one that he bought for the purpofe. 
Be never flopped till he came to the town he meant to 
vijlt,but travelled all night, if ' necejfary ; and from 
habit could Jleep very well in the chaife for feveral 
yights together. In the lafl tour but one he travelled 
twenty days and nights together without going to bed, 
and found no inconvenience from it. He ufed to cay ry 
with him a J mall tea- kettle, fome cup;, a little pot cf 
Jweetmeats, and a few loaves. At the poft-hoitfe he 
could get his water boiled, fend out for milk, and make 
his re paf, while his man went to the auberge.'' 

N 
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detail; of laborious accuracy and minute exa- 
mination ; and therefore he had the proper 
qualities for one who was to lead the way in 
refearches where all was ignorance, confufion, 
and local cuflom. Who but fuch a man could 
have collected a body of information, which 
has made even profeilional men acquainted with 
interefting fads that they never before knew; 
and has given the EngTifh reader a more exact 
knowledge of practices followed in Rullia and 
Spain, than he before had of thofe in his own 
country? This minutenefs of detail was what 
he ever regarded as his peculiar province. As 
he was of all men the moft modeft eitimatorof 
his own abilities, he was u fed to fay, "I am 
the plodder, who goes about to collect materials 
for men of genius to make ufe of." Let thofe 
who look with faitidioufnefs upon long tables 
of rules and orders, and meafurements of cells 
and work-rooms, given in feet and inches, 
confider, that when a fcheme is brought iiito 
practice, thefe fmall circumftances muft have 
their place ; and that the moil ingenious plans 
often fail in their execution for want of adjuft- 
ment in the nicer parts. Perhaps even the 
great Frederic of PruiTia was more indebted 
for fuccels to the exa&nefs of his difpofitiuns in 
every minute particular connected with prac- 
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lice, than to deep and iublime views of gene- 
ral principles. 

From a flmilar cart: of mind, M»*. Howard 
was a friend to fubordlnation, and all the de- 
corums of regular fociety ; nor did he diflike 
vigorous exertions of civil authority, when di- 
rected to laudable purposes. .He interfered 
little in difputes relative to the theory of go- 
vernment ; but was contented to take fyftemS 
of fovereignty as he found them eftablilhed in 
various parts of the world, fatisfied with 
prompting fuch an application of their powers 
as might promote the welfare of the refpeetive 
communities. A ftate of imprifonment being 
that in which the rights of men are, in great 
part, at leaft, fufpended, it was natural that 
his thoughts mould be more converfant with a 
people as the fubjects, than as the fource, of 
authority. Yet he well knew, and properly 
valued, the ineftimable bleflings of political 
freedom, as oppofed to defpotifm ; and, among 
the nations of Europe, heconfidered the Dutch 
and Swifs as affording the belt examples of a 
ftrict and fbeady police, conducted upon princi- 
ples of equity and humanity. To the charac- 
ter of the Dutch he was, indeed, peculiarly 
partial ; and frequently averted, that he mould 



prefer Holland for his place of refidcnrt, t* 

any other foreign country. J can add, from 
undoubted authority, that Mr. Howard waa 
one of thofe who (in the language of the great 
Lord Chatham) " rejoiced that America had 
refilled," and triumphed in her final fuccefs; 
and that he was principally attached to the po- 
pular part of our conftitution ; and that in his 
own county he diftinguifhed himfelf by a fpi- 
rited oppofition to ariftocratical influence. 

His peculiar habits of life, and the exclufive 
attention he beflowed in his later years on a 
few objects, caufed him to appear more avtrfe 
tofociety than I think he really was ; and it 
has been mentioned as an unfortunate circum- 
fiance, that his fnynefs and referve frequently 
kept him out of the way of perfons from whom 
he mi^ht have derived much ufeful informati- 
tion. But it is vain to defne things incompa- 
tible. Mr. Howard can fcarcely be denied to 
have chofen the belt way, upon the whole, of 
conducting his enquiries ; and if he had been a 
a more companionable man, more ready to in- 
dulge his own curiofity, and gratify that of 
others, he would no longer have pofltfled one 
of the chief advantages he brought to his great 
werk. Yet while he affiducufly ii.unned all 



engagements which would have involved him 
in the forms and diilipation of tbcicty, he was" 
b}' no means cli'dnclincd to enter into conver- 
faiions on his particular topics ; on the contra- 
ry, he was often extremely communicative, 
and would enliven a fmall circle with the mofl 
entertaining relations of his travels and ad- 
ventures. 

Mr. Howard had in a high degree that ref- 
pectful attention to the female fex which fo 
much characterifes the gentleman. Perhaps, 
indeed, I may here be referring to rules of 
politenefs which no longer exift. But he was 
as thoroughly imprefled with the maxim of 
place ciux dames as any Frenchman, though 
without the drain of light and complimentary 
gallantry which has accompanied it in the in- 
dividuals of that nation. His was a more fe- 
rious fentiment, connected with the uniform 
practice of giving tip his own eafe and accom- 
modation, for the fake of doing a real kindnefs 
to any female of decent character. It is ex- 
cellently illuftrated by an anecdote related in 
a magazine, by a perfon who chanced to fail 
v. ith him in the packet from Holyhead to Dub- 
lin, when the velTel being much crowded, Mr. 

Howard refigued his bed to a fervant.maid, 

N 2 
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and took up with the cabin floor for hnnfelfl 
It is likewife difplayed throughout his works, 
by the warmth with which he always ceniures 
the practice of putting female prifoners in irons, 
and cNpofrag them to any harm and indelicate 
treatment. He was fond of nothing fo much 
as the eonverfa'tion of women of educati on and 
cultivated manners, and ftudied to attach then} 
fay little elegant prefentSj and other marks of 
attention. Indeed, his f oft tone of voice and 
genrlenels of demeanour might be thought to 
approach (bmewhat to the effeminate, and 
would farprife thofe who had known him only 
by the energy of his exertions. In his judg- 
taent of female character, it was manifeft that 
the idea of his loft Harriet was the ftandard of 
excellence; and, if ever he had married again, 
a refemblance to her would have been the 
principal motive of his choice. I recollect to 
tbispurpofe a lingular anecdote, which he re- 
lated to lis on his return from one of his tours. 
In going from one town in Holland to another 
in the common paiTage boat, he was placed 
near an elderly gentleman, who had in com- 
pany a young lady of a moil engaging manner 
and appearance, which very ftrongly remind- 
ed him of his Harriet. He was fo much (truck 
with her ? that; on arriving at the place of de» 
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ftination, be caufed his fervaot to follow them, 
and get intelligence who they were. It was 
not without fome difappointment that he learn- 
ed, that the old gentleman was an eminent 
merchant, and the young lady, — his wife-. 

Mr. Howard's predilection for female focie- 
tv, was in pirt a confequence of his abhorrence 
of every thing grofs and licentious. His own 
language and manners were invariably pure 
and delicate ; and the freedoms which pais un- 
cenfured or even applauded in the promiscuous 
companies of men, would have affected him 
with feniations of difguft. For a perfon pof- 
feiFed of fuch feelings, to have brought him- 
felf to fubmit to fuch frequent communication 
with the molt abandoned of mankind, was per- 
haps a greater triumph of duty over inclina- 
tion than any other he obtained in the profecu- 
tion of his defigns. Yet the nature of his er- 
rand to prifons probably infpired awe and reflect 
in the in oft diflblute ; and I think he has record- 
ed, that he never met with a (ingle infult from 
the prifoners in any of the gaols he vifited. 

As Mr. Howard was fo eminently a religious 
character, it may be expected that fomewhat 
more mould be faid of the peculiar tenets he 
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adopted. But, befidcs that this was a topic 
which did not enter into our converfations, 
I confefs, I do not perceive how his ge- 
neral plan of conduct was likely to be influ- 
enced by any peculiarity of that kind. The 
principle of religious duty, which is nearly the 
fame in all fyftems, and differs rather in firength 
than in kind in different perfons, is furely fuf- 
ficientto account for nil that he did and under, 
went in promoting the good of mankind, by 
modes which Providence feenied to place be- 
fore him. It has been fuggefted, that he was 
much under the influence of the doctrine of 
predeftination ; and I know not what of ftern* 
nefs has been attributed to him as its natural 
confequence. For my own part, I am not 
able to difcover in what thofe notions of Pro- 
vidence, general and particular, which make 
part of the profeffton of ail religions, differ ef- 
fentially from the opinions of the predeftinari- 
ans ; and, from manifold observation, I am 
certain, that the reception of the doctrine of 
predeftination, as an article of belief, does not 
necefTarily imply thofe practical con Sequences 
which might feem deducible from it. The Ian. 
guage, at leaft, of our lower ckuTes of people 
is almoftuniverfally founded upon it ; but when 
one thera dies of an infectious diieale ; notwkh- 
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Sending the byftanders all fpeak of the event 
as fated and inevitable, yet each, for himi'elf, 
does not the lefs avoid the infection, or the lei's 
recur to medical aid if attacked by it. With 
refpeft to Mr. Howard, he never feemed to 
adopt the idea that he was moved by an irre- 
fiftible iropulfe to his defigns ; for they were 
the fubject of much thought and difcuffion: 
nor did he confront dangers becaufe he had a 
perfuafion that he mould be prelerved from 
their natural confequences, but becaufe he was 
elevated above them. This fentiment he has 
him felt more than once exprefTed in print ; and 
furely none could be either more rational, or 
more adequate to the effects produced. " Be- 
ing in the way of my duty (fays he), I fea r 
no evil." I may venture to amrm, that thofe 
of the medical profeffion, whofe fearleffnefs is 
not merely the refult of habit, muft realbn up- 
on the lame principle, when they calmly expofe 
themfelves to fimilar hazards. They, for the 
moft part, ufe no precautions againft contagion : 
Mr. Howard did ufe forne ; though their ef- 
fects were probably trifling compared with that 
of his habitual temperance and clesnlinefs, 
and his untroubled fere nity o* mind. On the 
whole, his religious confidence does not appear 
to have been ol a nature different hem »hat of 
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other pious men ; but to be fo (readily and nni- 
formly under its influence, and to be elevated 
by it to luch a fuperiority to all worldly couli- 
derations, can be the lot of none but thole who 
have formed early habits of referring every 
thing to the divine will, and of fixing all their 
views on futurity. 

From Mr. Howard's connexions with thofe 
feels who have ever {hewn a particular abhor- 
rence of the frauds and fuperftitions of pope- 
ry, it might be fuppofed, that he would look 
with a prejudiced eye on the profeflbrs and 
minifters of that perfuafion. But fuch was 
his veneration for true vital religion, that he 
was as ready to pay it honour wheu he me{ 
with it in the habit of a monk, as under the 
garb of a teacher : and throughout his works, 
as well as in conversation, he ever dwelt with 
great complacency on the pure zeal for the 
good of mankind, and genuine Chrillian chari- 
ty, which he frequently difcovered among the 
Roman Catholic clergy, both regular and fe* 
cular. He was no friend to that hairy dilTo- 
lution of convents and monaftaries which for- 
ced part of the multifarious reforms of the 
late Emperor of Germany. He pitied the 
aged inmates, male and female, ot thefe quiet 
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abodes, who were driven from their beloved 
retreats into the wide world, with a very 
{lender and often ill-paid pittance for their 
fupport. " Why might not they (he would 
fay) be fuffered gradually to die away, and be 
tranfplanted from one religious houie to ano- 
ther as their numbers leiTened ?" Thofe or- 
ders which make it the great duty of their 
profefllon to attend with the kindefl alTiduity 
upon the lick and imprifoned, and who there- 
fore came continually within his notice, feem- 
ed to conciliate his good will to the whuie 
fraternity ; and the virtues of order, decency, 
fobriety, and charity, fomuch akin to his own, 
naturally inclined him to a kind of fellowship 
with them. He rigoroufly, however, abflained 
from any compliances with their worihip which 
he thought unlawful ; and gave them his ef- 
teem as men, without the leaft difpofition to 
concur with them as theologians. 

Such were the great lines of Mr. Howard's 
character — lines flrongly marked, andfufficient 
to difcriminate him from any of thofe who 
have appeared in a part fomewhat dmilar to 
his own on the theatre of the world. The 
union of qualities which fo peculiarly fitted 
him for the poll he undertook, is not likely, ia 
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our age, again to rake place; yet dilTertuf 
combinations may be employed to effect the 
fame purpofes ; and, with reipect to the ob- 
jects of polite andhumanity concerning which 
he occupied himfelf, the information he has 
ollecled will render the repetition of labours 
like his unneceffary. To propofe as a model, 
a character marked with iuch fingulariries, and; 
no doubt, with fome foibles, would be equally 
vain and injudicious ; but his firm attachment 
to principle, highfenfe of honor, pure benevo- 
lence, unfhaken conftancy, and indefatigable 
perfeverance, may properly be held up to the 
view of all perfons occupying important ftaii- 
ons, or engaged in ufeful enterprifcs, as quali. 
ties not lei's to be imitated, than admired. 

I mall conclude with fome account of the /;'- 
terary honors which Mr. Howard has received 
from his countrymen. It would, indeed, have 
been extraordinary, if, while fenates and courts 
of judicature offered him their tribute of ap. 
plaufe, poetry and eloquence mould have /hewn 
an infentibility to his merits. Befides the ac- 
knowledgmenrs paid him in every publication 
upon topics fimilar to his own, he became- the 
theme of the elegant mufe of Mr. Hayley, who 
addrefied to him an ode in the year 1780, to 
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which reference has already been made. That 
celebrated poem is, by the American Editor, 
fubjoined to the prefent work. In the fuc- 
ceeding year, Mr. Burke, adverting, in a fpeech 
to the Freemen of Briftol, to a fact in Mr- 
Howard's book, ftruck out, with the enthufi- 
afm of genius, into a panegyrical digreflion on 
his plans and actions, decorated with his pecu- 
liar drain of glowing imagery. Nothing, per- 
haps, can more forcibly exprefs the general 
idea entertained of Mr- Howard's exalted 
worth than the following extract from that 
fpeech. " I cannot name this gentleman, fays 
*' Mr. Burke, I cannot name this gentleman, 
f* without remarking that his labours and wri- 
" tings have done much to open the eyes and 
" hearts of mankind. He has vifited all Eu- 
" rope, not to furvey the fumptuoufnefs of pa- 
" laces, nor the ftatelinefs of temples ; not to 
" make accurate meafurements of the remains 
« of ancient grandeur, nor to form a fcale of 
** thecuriofities of modern art; not to collect 
" medals, nor to collate manufcripts ; but to 
« dive into the depths of dungeons, to plunge 
« into the infection of hofpitals ; to furvey the 
« manfions of forrow and pain ; to take guage 
" and dimenfions of mifery, depreffion, and 
«« contempt; to remember the forgotten; t© 
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'* attend to the negle&ed ; to vifit the forfak. 
" en ; and to compare and collate the diftrefles 
" of all men in all countries. His plan is ori- 
f * ginal, and it is as full of genius, as it is of 
tc humanity. It is a voyage of philanthropy 
11 — a circumnavigation of charity ! Already 
11 the benefit of this labor itfelf is felt more or 
<l lei's in every country : I hope he will anti- 
*•' cipate his final reward by feeing all its effedls 
<( fully realized in his own. He will receive, 
** not in retail but in grofs, the reward of thofe 
" who vifit the prifoner, and he has fo far 
" foreffalled and monopolifed this branch of 
fl charity, that there will be, I truft, little 
" room to merit by fuch acls of benevolence 
" hereafter." This fpeech was afterwards 
printed, and the paflage concerning Mr. How- 
ard was copied into various periodical writings, 
and read with univerfal approbation. His 
character was even exhibited on the ftage ; for 
a comedy of Mrs. Inchbald's, entitled Such 
Things Are, contained a part evidently mo- 
delled upon his peculiar caft of benevolence, 
which for a time rendered the piece popu- 
lar. 

Dr. Darwin's very beautiful poem of the 
Botanic Garden, printed in 1 7 80, amidlt an un- 
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expetted variety of fubjefts, prefects an eulo- 
gium of Mr. Howard, fo appropriate and poet- 
ical, that I am fure no reader of tafte will re- 
quire an apology from me forinferting it. 

— And now eenevolence ! thy rays divine 
Dart round the globe from Zembla to the Line : 
O 'er each dark prifon plays the cheering light, 
Like northern luftres o'er the vault of night. — 
From realm to realm, with crofsorcrefcentcrcwn'd, 
Where'er mankind and mifery are found, 
O'er burning fands, deep waves, or wilds of lnow, 
Thy Howard journeying feeks the houfe of woe. 
Down manv a winding ftep to dungeons dank, 
Where anguifh wails aloud, and fetters clank ; 
To caves beftrew'd with many a mouldering bone, 
And cells, whofe echoes only learn to groan ; 
Where no kind bars a whifpering friend difclofc, 
No funbeam enters, and no zephyr blows, 
He treads, inemulous of fame or wealth, 
Profufe of toil, and prodigal of health; 
With foft afluafive eloquence expands 
Power's rigid heart, and opes his clenching hands ^ 
Leads ftern-ey'd juiHce to the dark domains, 
If not to fever, to relax the chains ; 
Or guides awaken'd mercy through the gloom, 
And lhews the prifon, fifler to the tomb ! — 
Gives to her babes the felf-devoted wife, 
To her fond hulband liberty and life ! — 
The fpirits of the good, who bend from hip;'' 



Wide o'er thefe earthly fcenes their partial eye, 
When firft, array'd in virtue's pureft robe, 
They faw her Howard traverfingthe globe ; 
Saw round his brows her fun-like glory blaze 
In arrowy circles of unwearied rays ; 
Miftook a mortal for an angel-gueft, 
Andafk'd what feraph-foot the earth impreft. 
— Onward he moves ' — Difeafe and death retire, 
And murmuring demons hate him, and admire. 

After thefe lines, the Editor avails himfelf 
of this favorable opportunity of exhibiting to 
the public, an extract from the funeral fernion 
occafloned by the death of Mr. Howard. And 
as it was delivered under the influence of heart- 
felt emotions, accompanied with ferious regret, 
and refers to the leading principle of all his 
actions, it is prefumed, that it will not be 
deemed mifplaced, at the clofe of a volume, 
the purpofe of which is, to reprefent in ftrong, 
faithful, and glowing colours the character of 

the BENEVOLENT HOWARD. 

" Thofe who beft knew Mr. Howard," fays 
Mr. Palmer*, in his fermon on the death of 
his benevolent friend, "are fo well acquainted 

* Reverend Mr. Palmer of Hackney. 
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with the ftrength of his Chriftian principles, 
and with his evangelical views, as not to en- 
tertain a doubt but that, during his laft ficknefs 
and in the prolpect of death, (melancholy as 
his fituation was, at a diftance from all his 
friends) he exercifed the grenteft degree of 
firmneis, patience, and iubinuTion to the Divine 
will ; a lively faith in the promifes of the gof- 
pel ; a cheeriul confidence in the grace of God, 
in a Redeemer, for accceptance, renouncing, 
as he often had explicitly done, all pretentions 
to merit by all the good works he had perform- 
ed ; and an humble triumph in the profpecl of 
life eternal, as the free gift of God through 
Jefus Chrift. A little before he left England, 
when a friend exprefled his concern at parting 
with him, from an apprehenfion that they 
fhould never meet again, he cheerfully replied, 
" We (hall foon meet in Heaven ;" and, as he 
rather expected to die of the plague in Egypt, 
he added, " the way to Heaven from Grand 
Cairo is as near as from London." He that 
thus lived in the hope of immortality, may well, 
be fuppofed at death to have experienced a 
joy unlpeakable and full of glory. " 

"Thus lived and thus died this diftinguimed* 
uhilanthropift, this bright ornament of human 
* O 2 
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nature and of the religion of Jefus. As his 
life was Angularly ufeful, his death was equally- 
glorious. He fell a martyr in the caufe of hu- 
manity. As thoufands blefled him while living 
millions will lament him now dead. A great- 
er lofs this country, may I not fay this world, 
has feldom fuftained. It may appear to many 
a myiterious providence, that fuch a friend to 
his fpecies mould be cut off at a time when h 
had fuch noble ends in view, and when, confi- 
dering the vigour of his conflitution at the age 
offixty-five, he might have been expected to 
continue fome years as a blefTmg to his native 
country, particularly in promoting the execu- 
tion of the plans which he had fuggefted in his 
publications. But his work was done : the de- 
iigns of Providence by him were accomplilhed ; 
and doubtlefsall the circumftances of his death 
were wifely ordered by Kim who doth ait 
things well, and who can eaiily raife up other 
infiruments for perfecting what he had begun. * 

" His being cut off in a foreign country, hew- 
ever grievous it may be to his friends net e, is a 
€ircumftance, which may probably be wifely 
defined, and happily over-ruled, for fome 
very important purpofes in that riling kingdom, 
which will eftcem itielf honoured by entombing 
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fuch a patriotic Englifhman ; and where a fpi- 
rit of emulation may probably be excited to 
imitate his virtues, and to adopt his plans, for 
promoting the growing glory and happinels of 
that vaft empire. " 

" While therefore we devoutly praife God 
for what he had done by this his eminent fer- 
vant, let us fubmit to his will, and adore his 
wifdom and fovereignty in his removal. And 
let us make the beft improvement of l'o affe&ing 
a diipenfation ; particularly by cultivating that 
benevolence by which the deceafed was actuat- 
ed, and by doing what we can, in our different 
fpheres, for repairing his loi's. This will be 
the beft way of exprelhng our veneration for 
his character, and doing honour to his me- 
mory." 

" That others, upon his deceafe, would be 
excited to profecute fome of his fchemes for 
the public good, he himfelf had arfirm perfuafi- 
on. This made him the lefs anxious about his 
own life, which his friends thought of fo much 
importance. In the lalt converfation 1 had 
with him, when I exprefTed my fears for his 
fafety, and my wifhes that he could have been 
prevailed upon to continue at home, in order 
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to carry into execution the generous plans he 
had formed for the good of his country, his an- 
fwer was, " When I am dead ibme body elfe 
will take iap the matter and carry it through." 
God grant that his expectations may be veri* 
fied ! — But where is the man to be found who 
is like minded with him? Another Howard 
this country cannot hope to fee. Nor is one, 
altogether his equal now needed. He laid a 
foundation, on which it would be comparative- 
ly eafy to build. He, with incredible labour 
and expence, has broken up the ground, pre- 
pared the foil, and fbwn the feed : to raife and 
gather the crop will require but a fmall portion 
of induftry and public fpirit. And are there 
none among you, ye men of fortune and lei- 
lure, in whom that portion of induftry and 
public fpirit is to be found ? Ye who, in the 
ftrongeft terms language can fupply, celebrate 
the philanthropy of the deceafed, and have 
ihewn yourielves impatient to erect a monu- 
ment to his honor, fo as fcarcely to be reftrain- 
ed from hurting his modefty while yet alive . 
is there no one among you that wiihes to inhe- 
rit his virtues, and rear the glorious fabric he 
had framed? Who that has the ability would 
not be ambitious of the honor? If it be honor 
cf too great magnitude for an individual to 
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grafp, let it be divided. Here is enough to 
adorn many a brow. Oh that all in the high- 
er ranks of life would claim their fhare !" 

"If but a few men of fortune and influence 
had a fpirit equal to their power, what ablefTed 
country would Britain foon become ! The poor 
would be more happy and lefs burthenfome. 
The induftrious would live in eafe : the idle 
and profligate would be reclaimed. Crimes 
would be prevented inftead of being punHhed. 
Our prifons in time would fcarce need humane 
vifitants, but would often (like fome abroad) 
be almoft empty ; at lead thofe confined in 
them would be there ufeful to the community, 
and not dangerous to it when difcharged. Ma- 
ny would go out reformed, and would become 
good members of fociety. Thus Englifhmen, 
who vainly boaft of their liberty, would enjoy 
liberty: would reft in their beds, and travel by 
day or by night, without fear of being mur- 
dered or plundered by their own fpecies. That 
it is otherwife, is in a great meafure owing to 
the want of public fpirit in men of rank and 
power. Would to God that the lofs of one 
Patriot may prove the occafion of railing up 
MANY !" 
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"C* AV'RITE of Heaven, and friend of earth ! 
■*- Philanthropy, benignant power ! 
Whofe fons difplay no doubtful worth, 
The pageant of the palling hour ! 
Teach me to paint, in deathlefs fong, 
Some darling from thy filial throng, 
Whofe deeds no party-rage infpire, 
But fill th' agreeing world with one defire, 
To echo his renown, refponfive to my lyre I 

Ah ! whither lead'ft thou ? — whence that 
figh? 
What found of woe my bofom jars ? 
Why pafs, where Mifery's hollow eye 
Glares wildly thro' thofe gloomy bars? 
Is Virtue funk in thefe abodes, 
Where keen remorfe the heart corrodes; 
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Where guilt's bafe blood with frenzy boils, 
And blafphemy the mournful fcene embroils ? — 
From this infernal gloom my fliudu'ring ibul 
recoils. 

But whence thofe fudden facred beams ? 
OpprefTion drops his iron rod ! 
And all the bright'ning dungeon feems 
To fpeak the prefence of a God- 
Philanthropy's defcending day 
DifFu fes unexpected ray ! 
Lovelieft of angels ! — at her fide 
Her favorite votary fiands ; — her Englilh 

pride, 
Thro' horror's manfions led by this celcftial 
guide 

Hail ! Q-enerous Howard ! tho' thou bear 
A name which glory'sTiand fublime 
Has blazon'd oft, with guardian care,. 
In characters that fear not time ; 
For thee flie fondly fpreads her wings ; 
For thee from Paradife me brings, 
More verdant than her laurel bough, 
Such wreaths of facred palm, as ne'er till now 
The fmiling Seraph twin'd around a mortal 
brow. 
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That Hero's * praife fhall ever bloom, 
Who ihielded our infulted coaft; 
And launch'd his light'ning toconfume 
The proud Invader's routed lioft. 
Brave perils rais'd his noble name : 
But thou deriv'ft thy matchlefs fame 
From fcenes, where deadlier danger dwells ; 
Where fierce Contagion, with affright, repels 
Valor's advent'rous ftep from her malignant 
cells. 

Where in the dungeon's loathfome made, 
The fpeechlefs Captive clanks his chain, 
With heartlefs hope toraife that aid 
His feeble cries have call'd in vain : 
Thine eye his dumb complaint explores; 
Thy voice his parting breath reftores ; 
Thy cares his ghaftly vifage clear 
From Death's chill dew, with many a clotted 

tear, 
And to his thankful foul returning life endeau. 

What precious drug, or ftronger charm, 
Thy conftant fortitude infpires 
In fcenes, whence, muttering her alarm, 

* Charles Howard, Earl of Nottingham. 

P 2 
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Med'cine*, with felfifh dread, retires? 
Nor charm, nor drug, difpel thy fears : 
Temperance, thy better guard, appears : 
For thee I fee her fondly fill 
Her cryftal cup from nature's pureft rill ; 
Chief nouriflier of life ! beft antidote of ill ! 

I fee the hallow'd fhade of Hales-j-, 
Who felt, like thee, for human woe, 

* Mujfabat tacit o Medecina timore. Lucretius. 

■f Stephen Hales miuifier of Teddington : he died at 
the age of 84, 1761 ,• arid has been jujUy called "An 
** ornament to his prof J/ion, as a clergyman, and to 
*' his country, as a philofopher. ,> I had the happi- 
ncfs of knowing this excellent man, when I was very 
young ; and well remember the warm glow of benevo. 
lence which v.fed to animate his countenance, in rela- 
ting the fuccefs of his -various projects for the benefit of 
mankind. I have frequently heard him dwell with 
great pleafure on the fortunate incident which led him 
to the difcovery of his ventilator, to which I have allu- 
ded.— He had ordered a new floor for one of his rooms ; 
his carpenter not having prepared the work fo foon as 
he expected, he thought the jeafon improper for laying 
doW Jiez v boards, when they were brought to his houfe t 
and gave orders for their being depofitedin his barn ; — > 
from their accidental po/Ition in that place, he caught 
his fir -ft idea of this ujeful invention. 
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And taught the health. diffufmg gales 
Thro' Horror's murky cells to blow, 
As thy protecting angel wait ; 
To fave thee from the fnares of fate, 
Commi'hon'd from the Eternal Throne : 
I hear him praife, in wonder's warmefl tone, 
The virtues of thy heart, more active than his 
own. 

Thy foul fupplies new funds of health 
That fail not, in the trying hour, 
Above Arabia's fpicy wealth 
And Pharmacy's reviving power. 
The tranfports of the generous mind, 
Feeling y:s bounty to mankind, 
Infpirit every mortal part ; 
And, far more potent than precarious art, 
Give radiance to the eye, and vigour to the 
heart. 

Bleft Howard ! who like thee can feel 
This vital fpringin all its force? 
New ftar of philanthropic zeal ; 
Enlight'ning nations in thy courf'e ? 
And /bedding comfort's Heavenly dew 
On meagre want's deferted crew ! 

O 

Friend to the wretch, whom friends difclaim, 
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Who feels flern juftice, in his famifli'd frame, 
Aperfecuting fiend beneath an angel's name- 
Authority ! unfeeling power, 
Whofe iron heart can coldly doom 
The debtor, drag'd from pleafure's bower, 
To ficken in the dungeon's gloom ! 
O might thy terror-ftriking call, 
Frofulion's fons alone enthrall ! 
But thou canfl want with guilt confound : 
Thy bonds the man of virtuous toil furround 
Driven by malicious fate within thy dreary 
bound. 

How favage are thy ftern decrees ? 
Thy cruel minifter I fee 
A weak,, laborious victim feize, 
By worth entitled to be free ! 
Behold, in the afflicting ftrife, 
The faithful partner of his life, 
In vain thy ruthlefs fervant court, 
To fpare her little children's fole fupport, 
Whom this terrific form has frighten'd from 
their fport. 

Nor weeps me only from the thought, 
Thofe infants muft no longer ihare 
His aid, whofe daily labour bought 
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The pittance of their fcanty fare. 
The horrors of the loathfome jail 
Ker inly-bleeding heart aflail : 
E'en now her fears, from fondnefs bred, 
See the loft partner of her faithful bed 
Drop, in that murd'rous fcene, his pale, ex- 
piring head. 

Take comfort yet in thefe keen pains, - 
Fond mourner J check thy gufhing tears ! 
The dungeon now no more contains 
Thofe perils which thy fancy fears : 
No more contagion's baleful breath 
Speaks it the hideous cave of death : 
Howard has planted fafely there ; 
Pure minifter of light ! his heavenly care 
Has purg'd the damp of death from that pol- 
luted air. 

Nature ! on thy maternal breaft 
For ever be his worth engraved 1 
Thy bofom only can atteft 
,Ho\v many a life his toil has fav'd : 
Nor m thy refcued fons alone, 
Great parent! this thy guardian own ! 
His arm defends a dearer flave ; 
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Woman, thy darling ! 'tis his pride to fave* 
From evils, that furpafs the horrors of the 
grave. 

Ye fprightly nymphs, by fortune nurft, 
Who fport in joy's unclouded air, 
Nor fee the diftant ftorms, thatburft 
In ruin on the humble fair ; 
Ye know not to what bitter fmart 
A kindred form, a kindred heart, 
Is often doom'd, in life's low vale, 
Where frantic fears the fimple mind aflail, 
And fierce afflictions prefs, and friends and 
fortune fail. 



* Mr. Howard has been the happy in/Irument of 
preferring female prifoners from an infamous andiir 
decent outrage. — It was formerly a cujlom in our 
gaols to load their legs and thighs with irons, for the 
deteflable purpoje of extorting money from thefe inju* 
redfufferers. — This circumjiance, unknown to me when 
the Ode was written, has tempted me to introduce th e 
few additional flanzas, as it is my ardent wijh to ren- 
der this tribute to an exalted character as little unwor. 
thy as I can of the very extenfive and fublime merit 
which it afpires to celebrate. 
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See yon' fweet ruftic, drown'd in tears! 
It is not guilt — 'tis mifery's flood, 
While dire fufpicion's charge /he hears 
Of lliedding infant, filial blood : 
Nature's fond dupe ! but not her foe '• 
That form, that face, thefalihood ihew : — 
Yet law exacts her item demand ; 
She bids the dungeon's grating doors expand, 
And the young captive faints beneath the gaol- 
or's hand. 

Ah, Ruffian ! ceafe thy favage aim ! 
She cannot 'fcape thy harfh controul : 
Shall iron load that tender frame, 
And enter that too -yielding foul ? — 
Unfeeling: wretch ! of bafeft mind ! 
To mifery deaf, to beauty blind ! 
I fee thy victim vainly plead ; 
For the worft fiend of hell's malignant breed, 
Extortion, grins applaufe, and prompts thy 
ruthlefs deed. 

With brutal force, andribbald jeft, 
Thy manacles I fee th 
Mocking the merciful requeft, ' 
modefly and juftice make ; 

ire's fhriek, with anguifh ftrong, 
. j nd the impious wrong ; 
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Till Howard's hand, with brave difdain, 
Throws far away this execrable chain : 
O Nature, fpread his fame thro' all thy ample 
reign ! 

His care, exulting Britain found 
Here firft difplay'd, not here confin'd ! 
No fingle traft of earth could bound 
The active virtues of his mind. 
To all the lands, where'er the tear, 
That mourn'd the prifoner's wrong feverc, 
Sad Pity's glift'tfing cheek impearl'd, 
Eager he fteer'd, with every fail unfurl'd, 
A friend to every clime ! a Patriot of the 
World! 

Ye nations thro' whofe fair domain 
Our flying fons of joy have paft, 
By pleafure driven with loofen'd rein, 
Aftoniih'd that they flew fo faft ! 
How did the heart-improving fight 
Awake your wonder and delight, 
When, in her unexampled chace, 
Philanthropy outftript keen pleafure's pace, 
When with a warmer foul Jhe ran a nobler 
race ! 
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Where 'er her generous Briton went, 
Princes his (applicants became : 
He feem'd the enquiring angel, fent 
To fcrutinize their fecret (hame**. 
Captivity, where he appeared, 
Her languid head with tranfport rear'd ; 
And gazing on her godlike gueft, 
Like thofe of old, whom Heaven's pure fer- 

vant bleft, 
E'en by his fhadow feem'd of demons difpofleft- 

Amaz'd her foreign children cry, 

Seeing their patron pafs along ; 

" O i who is he, whofe daring eye 
Can fearch into our hidden wrong? 
What monarch's Heaven-direded mind, 
With royal bounty unconfin'd, 
Has tempted Freedom's fon to fhare ■ 
Thefe perils ; fearching with an angel's care 
Each, cell of dire difeaie, each cavern of def- 
pair ? 

* I am credibly informed that fever al Princes, or at 
leaf perfn, in authority, requefed Mr. Howard net 
to publi/h a minute account of fame prifons, which re. 
ftetttd dif grace on their government, 

9 
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No monarch's word, nor lucre's luft, 
Nor vain ambition's reftlefs fire, 
Nor ample power, thatfacred truffc 
His life-diffufing toils infpire : 
Rous'd by no voice, lave that whole cries 
Internal bid the foul arife 
From joys, that only feem to blefs, 
From low purfuits, which little minds poflefs, 
To Nature's nobleft aim, the fuccour of Dif- 
trefs I 

Taught by that God, in Mercy's robe, 
Who his ca;leftial throne refigned, 
To free the prifon of the globe 
From vice, th' oppreflbr of the mind 
For thee, of mifery's rights bereft, 
For thee, Captivity ! he left 
Inviting eafe, who, in her bower, 
Bade him with fmiles enjoy the golden hour, 
While Fortune deck'd his board withpleafure'3 
feftive flower. 

While to thy virtue's utmoft fcope 
I boldly ffrive my aim to raife 
As high as mortal hand may hope 
To moot the glittering (haft of praife ; 
Say ! Howard, fay ! what may the Muff. 
Whofe melting eye thy merit views, 
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What guerdon may her love defign ? 

What may fhe afk for thee, from power Di- 
vine, 

Above the rich rewards which are already 
thine ? 

Sweet is the joy when Science flings 
Her light on philofophic thought ; 
When genius, with keen ardor, fprfngs 
To clafp the lovely truth he fought : 
Sweet is the joy, when rapture's fire 
Flows from the fpirit of the lyre ; 
When Liberty and Virtue roll 
Spring-tides of fancy o'er the poet's foul, 
That waft his flying bark thro' feas above ihc 
polo 

Sweet the delight, when the gall'd heart 
Feels confolation's lenient hand 
Bind up the wound from fortune's dart 
With friend/hip's life-fupporting band ! 
Andfweeter (till, and far above 
Thefe fainter joys, when pureft love 
The foul his willing captive keeps ! 
When he in blifs the melting fpirit ffceeps, 
Who drops delicious tears, and wonders that 
he weeps ! 
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But not the brighteft joy, which arts, 
In floods of mental light, beftow ; 
Nor what firm friendfhip's zeal imparts, 
Bleft antidote of bittereft woe ! 
Nor thofe that love's fweet hours difpenfe, 
Can equal the ecftatic fenfe, 
When, fwelling to a fond excefs, 
The grateful praifes of reliev'd diftrefs, 
Re-echoed thro' the heart, the foul of bounty 
blefs. 

Thefe tranfports, in no common flate, 
Supremely pure, fublimely ftrong, 
Above the reach of envious fate, . 
Bleft Howard ! thefe to thee belong : 
While years encreafing o'er thee roll, 
Long may this funmine of the foul 
New vigor to thy frame convey ! 
Its radiance thro' thy noon of life difplay, 
And with ferenefi: light adorn thy clofing day ! 

And when the power, who joys to fave, 
Proclaims the guilt of earth forgiven ; 
And calls the prifoners of the grave 
To all the liberty of Heaven ; 
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In that bright day, whofe wonders blfnd 
The eye of the afloniih'd mind ; 
When life's glad angel fhail refume 
His ancient i'way, announce to death his doom, 
And from exiftehce drive that tyrant of th« 
tomb : 

In that bleft hour, when Seraphs fing 
The triumphs gain'd in human ftrife; 
And to their new affociates bring 
The wreaths of everlafting life : 
May'ft thou, in Glory's hallow'd blaze, 
Approach the eternal Fount of Praife, 
With thofe who lead the angelic van, 
Thofe pure adherents to their Saviour's plan, 
Who liv'd but to relieve the Miferies of Man. 
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